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“What Has Changed? What Will Change?” 
 
We’ve been doing this for a year now. Isn’t that 
amazing?  I was in Baltimore last year at a week
-long meeting of a committee upon which I serve, 
and all throughout the week we were watching 
the news and wondering about this new virus and 
what effect it might have on us.  But we weren’t 
doing anything.  We met in a hotel, had our    
sessions in large indoor meeting rooms, went to 
restaurants for all of our meals, and there was 
not a mask in sight.  My good wife, who is the 
most foresighted person I know, had sent me to 
Baltimore with a container of anti-bacterial 
wipes, so that I could wipe down commonly 
touched areas. Smart woman.  But I spent most 
of the week in a small meeting room with my task 
group of five people, breathing the same air, not 
knowing that this was going to be the easiest way 
for this virus to be transmitted.  I returned home 
early in the morning of Sunday, March 15th and 
we had just made the decision to cancel worship 
for that day.  What a change we have seen in the 
year since last March! 
 
We have not met in our sanctuary for worship 
since March 8, 2020.  Lots has changed since 
then. But as our infection numbers in Michigan 
begin to drop, as people begin to get their      
vaccines, and as we start to contemplate a return 
to “normal” in the new future, I’m also         
wondering what that “normal” will look like. 
What will be different? Will things be different 
for the foreseeable future, from now on? 
 
Think about worship. We have been meeting 
online since March 22nd. One of the blessing we 
have seen is that when we gather online for   
worship we regularly have people with us from 
our local congregation but also people in Ohio, 
New Mexico, Illinois, Indiana, Florida, Nevada 
and Massachusetts, and other states.  It is    
probable that from now on, even when we     
worship in the sanctuary, we will also livestream 
our worship service so that anyone can watch  

 
 
from anywhere, and the service will be recorded 
and posted online so that people can watch 
whenever it is convenient for them. 
 
Think about meetings. We have session and   
deacon meetings on Zoom.  Will we continue to 
do that?  Is there an advantage to being in the 
same room together?  Or does this solve our 
problem with bad weather or for people who 
don’t like to drive at night?  Should we just    
continue to meet on Zoom even after it is “safe” 
to be together, or can we have effective meetings 
when some people are in the room and others are 
on the screen? 
 
Think about masks.  I know that mask wearing 
has been sometimes a divisive issue, but I have to 
admit that this has been one of the “healthiest” 
winters in my memory.  Maybe because we’ve 
avoided being with groups of people, maybe   
because we’ve been wearing our masks when we 
do go out, but my usual winter cold has not put 
in an appearance this year.  No coughing or 
snuffles or sneezes. Protecting against Covid has 
protected against other things as well.  One   
person mentioned to me this week that she likes 
wearing a mask in the winter because it keeps 
her face warm and she plans on continuing to do 
that in the years to come. Hmmm. 
 
We may find that many things in our church and 
our society will change after this “covid-year.” 
But it will be important that we think also about 
what is vital to us as a church about what should 
not change: the vitality of our worship, our care 
for each other, our support for missions of    
compassion and justice, our “proclamation of 
the good news.”  What forms those things take is 
less important than our commitment to do them 
in the name of Christ.  
 
                   Grace and Peace, Mark 
 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
10:00 Devotion 
 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
 

2 
10:00 Devotion 
 
6:00 Girl Scouts 

3 
10:00 Devotion 
 
6:00 Girl Scouts 

4 
11:00 Bible Study 
 
7:30 Story Time 

5 
World Day of Prayer 

6 

7 
 
9:45 Worship ~  
Communion 
 
3:00 - 5:00 
Middle/High Youth 
Group - TBD 

8 
6:30 Boy Scouts 

9 
6:00 Girl Scouts 

10 11 
6:30 Girl Scouts 

12 
6:00 Girl Scouts 

13 
 

Set Clocks  
AHEAD 
Tonight!! 

 
 
 

14 
9:45 Worship  
 
PW Birthday  
Offering Received 

15 
10:00 Devotion 
 
6:30 Boy Scouts 

16 
10:00 Devotion 
 
6:00 Girl Scouts 

17 
10:00 Devotion 
 
6:00 Girl Scouts 
 
 
 

 

18 
11:00 Bible Study 
 
7:30 Story Time 

19 20 
 

Mr. Rogers Day 
(didn’t know this  

was a thing) 

21 
9:45 Worship  
 
1:00 - 4:00  
Officer/Staff Retreat 
via Zoom 
 
Youth Group - TBD 

22 
10:00 Devotion 
 
6:30 Boy Scouts 

23 
10:00 Devotion 
 
6:00 Girl Scouts 

24 
10:00 Devotion 
 
Blood Drive at New 
Hope Church 12-5 
 
6:00 Girl Scouts 

25 
11:00 Bible Study 
 
6:30 Girl Scouts 
 
7:30 Story Time 

26 
6:00 Girl Scouts 

27 

28 
 

PALM SUNDAY 
 
9:45 Worship  

29 
10:00 Devotion 
 
6:30 Boy Scouts 

30 
10:00 Devotion 
 
6:00 Girl Scouts 

31 
10:00 Devotion 
 
6:00 Girl Scouts 

   

March 2021 



In 1922, to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the Woman’s Auxiliary (PCUS), it was decided that an    
offering should be made for a definite cause. That year, Hallie Paxson Winsborough, superintendent of 
women’s work, visited Miss Dowd’s School for Girls in Kochi, Japan.  She challenged members of the 
Woman’s Auxiliary to give one penny for each year of their lives (or a dollar if a woman preferred not to 
reveal her age) as a birthday gift to the school. The tradition continued when the Woman’s Auxiliary      
became Presbyterian Women (PCUSA) in 1988. The offerings have enabled a long   succession of new 
and often innovative mission projects throughout the world. 
  
While the projects and donation amounts have changed, Presbyterian Women’s commitment to improving 
the lives of others has not. We continue to need broad, consistent support from Presbyterian women, men 
and others in the area in order to  continue funding mission projects like the ones selected for 2021.   
 
This year’s recipients are: 
 
Garden Gate Ranch, Inc. 
Education Center Renovation, Des Moines, Iowa 

Memorial Drive Ministries, Inc. 
Gymnasium Capital Improvements, Stone Mountain, Georgia 

Nkhoma Mission Hospital 
Women’s Health Center/OBGYN Theatre, Nkhoma, Malawi 

Please give as you have been blessed and support these life-changing  
projects.  An envelope has been  enclosed with the church Missive, or 
you are welcome to send your gift to the church, marked “Birthday 
Offering”, 8047 Church St, Richland, 49083.   

Our next meeting is not known, but will be at Wanda Clawson’s home 
1507 W. Gull Lake Dr, Richland 
EVERY WOMAN is welcome. 

Presbyterian Women  ~  Birthday Offering 
March 14 

Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; break forth, O mountains, into singing!  
For the Lord has comforted the people, and will have compassion on suffering ones.  

 
Isaiah 49:13 

 

PW PURPOSE:  Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit        
ourselves to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible Study, to support the mission of the church worldwide,       

to work for justice and peace and to build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the            
Presbyterian Church (USA) and witnesses to the promise of God’s Kingdom.  







   
 

 

Greeters 
 

YOU 
 
 
 
 
 

ARE 
 
 
 
 
 

COMPLETELY 
 
 
 
 

MISSED!!! 
 
 

Ushers 
 

YOU 
 
 
 
 
 

ARE 
 
 
 
 
 

THOUGHT 
 
 
 
 

OF OFTEN!!! 
 

Coffee 
 

YOU 
 
 
 
 
 

ARE 
 
 
 
 
 

CARED 
 
 
 
 

FOR!!! 
 
 

Nursery Help 
 

YOU 
 
 
 
 
 

ARE  
 
 
 
 
 

DEFINITELY 
 
 
 
 

LOVED!!! 
 

 

 

At this time, no need to put up our monthly lists!   
We’ll be back to normalcy before you know it! 

Keep hanging in there! You are so loved! 

It was one of those March 
days when the sun shines hot 

and the wind blows cold: 
when it is summer in the 

light, and winter in the shade.  
Charles Dickens 

 
By March, the worst of the 
winter would be over. The 

snow would thaw, the rivers 
begin to run and the world 

would wake into itself again. 
Neil Gaiman 

 
March is the Month of         

Expectation. The things we   
do not know - The Persons     

of prognostication are        
coming now. 

                   Emily Dickinson 
 

Springtime is the land    
awakening. The March winds 

are the morning yawn. 
Lewis Grizzard 

**************************************************************************************** 

Dear friends, 
I want to thank you all for the cards, emails, and prayers 
after the death of my father. I feel supported by you and 
your expressions of love have made this time of grief 
easier. This is part of what “be the church” is all about. 
 
 Peace, 
        Mark 



 

FOOD PANTRY 

 

Giving Suggestions 
 

Since our pantry now has a drive-thru     
distribution, working with Loaves and  

Fishes, we can really use:  
 

 

PERSONAL CARE ITEMS: 
 

Deodorant, Shampoo/Conditioner, Soap, 
Toothpaste, Body Wash, Dish Soap,  

Tampons, Laundry Soap/Fabric Softener  
Monetary donations are very welcome too! 

 

 

Date                         Selection           Honoree 
 
 

3/14 How Great Thou Art  Alice Hill Kenworthy 

3/15 The King of Love My Shepard Is  Jeanne Gross Kalupa 

3/18 In The Garden   Paul & Veda Robinson 

3/20 For The Beauty of the Earth  Makena Clawson 

3/24 It Is Well With My Soul  Kathy Hoorn 

3/24 Here I Am Lord   Alan & Marjorie Brundage 

3/31 Old Rugged Cross  Billie Showers 

Carillon Hymns and Honoree for March 

Saving daylight was first mentioned in 1784 by Benjamin Franklin in a satirical essay urging Parisians to get up earlier in 
order to use sunlight, thus saving wax by not burning candles at night, in the spirit of his proverb “Early to bed and early to 
rise / Makes a man healthy, wealthy, and wise.” Franklin did NOT mention Daylight Saving Time — he did not propose 
that clock time be changed. 
 
DST was first seriously proposed in 1907 by William Willett, but he was unable to get British government to adopt it, de-
spite considerable lobbying.  Willett’s proposal argued that DST increases opportunities for outdoor leisure activities during 
afternoon sunlight hours. As a builder, he also wanted workers to arrive at construction sites earlier in summer mornings. 
Similar motivations remain to this day. 
 
DST was first put into practice by a national government in Germany during the First World War, between April 30, 1916 
and October 1, 1916.  On March 19, 1918, the US Congress formally established several time zones, which had been in use 
by railroads and most cities since 1883; at the same time it established DST from the last Sunday in March to the last Sun-
day in October.  The law proved so unpopular, it was repealed after 1919, when Congress overrode President Woodrow 
Wilson’s veto of the repeal. 
 
By 1966, some 100 million Americans were observing Daylight Saving Time through their own local laws and  customs. 
Congress decided to step in, end the confusion, and establish one pattern across the country. The Uniform Time Act of 1966 
(15 U.S. Code Section 260a) created Daylight Saving Time to begin on the last Sunday of April and to end on the last Sun-
day of October. It became widely adopted, particularly in North America and Europe, starting in the 1970s as a result of the 1970s 
energy crisis.  In most of the United States, DST starts on the 2nd Sunday in March and ends on the 1st Sunday in November.        
               

Wikipedia.org 

SET YOUR CLOCKS AHEAD BEFORE BED ON MARCH 13th 

http://fatty.law.cornell.edu/uscode/15/260a.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1970s_energy_crisis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1970s_energy_crisis


17 Pam and Bill Mattes ~ 42 years 
28  Bill and Pat Hanavan ~ 40 years 

  1 Tara Bell  
  1 Wanda Clawson       
  1 Marilyn Steely  
  2 Craig Muss   
  3 Denise Hendricks   
  4 Alex Snow 
  6 Brieanne Irey     
  6 Megan Lebiecki             
  6 Mike Sullivan 
  7 Kai Fiordalis        
  7 Steve Howard  
  9 Larry Langshaw 
  9 Diane Rench 
11 Kathi Muss 
12 Mark Connell  
12 Marv Hoekstra   
13 Marilyn Alman        
13 Dori Jones  
14 Lois Martin             
15 Bill Hanavan                   
15 Arielle Mack  
16 Carolyn Chormann      
16 Caroline Gray   
16 Samuel Howard  
17 Oliver Gauthier   

17 Mark Mittelbach 
17 Ross Perigo 
17 Nick Steele 
19 Steve Saddler 
20 Dan Weigel 
21 Bronwyn Helmick 
21 Barry Martin 
21 Larry Reinhart 
22 Mackenzie Deater 
22 Catherine Gibson 
22 Chris Miller 
23 Dave Fisher 
23 Laura LaLonde 
23 Cheri Larson 
24 Kathy Hoorn 
24 Chelsae Quada 
24 Brian Evely 
24 Brady Slezak 
25 Bill Gephart 
25 Bob Hills 
25 Mark Hittle 
26 AJ Carpenter 
26 Jeremy Caverly 
26 Kay Irey 
26 Allen Stupica 
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