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Nine years ago this fall, we took our daughter Kendall to college. When Kendall graduated from Gull
Lake High School in 2010, she was adamant that she wanted to move out of Michigan to someplace
that it was warmer. In fact, the day after graduating, she left to take a summer job in San Antonio,
Texas. Summer in south Texas—not my idea of a fun place for summer work. But in any case, she
made it back her by the end of August so that we could pack her up and take her to Asheville, North
Carolina, where she would begin her freshman year at Warren Wilson College. Lots of you don't know
Warren Wilson, because it is a small school, about 900 students, tucked away in the hills to east of
Asheville. If you think about what it would be like to go to camp for four years, you won't be too far
off. But we drove her down to Asheville, wondering what kind of experience it would be for her. And
when we got on to campus we wondered even more. Warren Wilson is a kind of liberal, counter-
culture type of place that caters to “original thinkers.” We knew that. But when we got on campus we
discovered that our daughter Kendall was the only young woman that we saw who didn't have either
tatoos or mulitple body piercings or a head full of dreadlocks. And of course we began to wonder, after
four years here, which one of those would Kendall come home with someday? Dreadlocks wouldn't be
so bad, right? Annie used to have dreadlocks and you can take them out if you decide that you don't
like them. Dreadlocks would be ok. But what about piercings? Not just pierced ears, but other things
as well. Noses, cheeks, lips. But even those aren't terrible things, are they? Brandon used to have a
pierced eyebrow and after he grew tired of it, it eventually grew over and you can't even tell now that it
used to be pierced. But tatoos are another story. Tatoos are forever. You can't really just say,
“Whoops, changed my mind.” Once it's on there, it's there.
So which one or ones would Kendall give into and get? Freshman year goes by. Nothing. Sophomore
year comes and goes. Nothing. And then she comes home for Christmas during her junior year.

Nothing that we could see. But she was wearing long sleeves a lot. And one day her sleeve pulled up




her arm just enough to let something peek through. “What is that?” Erin asked quickly. And
reluctantly she showed us—a tatoo. Oh boy. It had been kind of a rough fall semester for Kendall, a lot
of responsibilities, relationship issues, trying to find out where she was going in life. And somehow
she decided that it would help to have a little reminder put on her forearm. So she got tatooed in not too
big of a script, the words “Let go and let God.” Let go and let God. It's sort of hard to complain about
that, right? Let go and let God. Put aside your own priorities and let God be the one in charge.

How easy is it for us to do that? Not very easy, I think. The text from Jeremiah reminds us that God is
the potter and we are the clay. It is God who is molding us into what seems good to God, the clay
doesn't get to decide what shape it wants to be in. The potter does. Here we are, starting a new program
year, blessing our backpacks, and in our minds is the thought, “what would we like to accomplish this
year?” What goals do we have? What would we like to see happen in our church? And those are not
bad things to ask. You need to have goals. You need to have some idea where you are going. As the
great philosopher of our age Yogi Berra once said, “You've got to be very careful if you don't know
where you are going, because you might not get there.”

We have goals, we have things we'd like to see happen, but the question really might be, whose goals
are they? Are they ours—things we want to see happen or are they God's? Are we willing to be the
clay? Are we willing to let go and let God? Maybe as we are beginning this program year, as we are
beginning a new school year we shouldn't ask what do we want to have happen, but what does God
want? What does God desire for us? What would he like to see happen in our little community of
faith? Would we be willing to have God set our agenda, for God to form us and mold us into what God
wants, not what we want.

In the year 1632 the mathemetician and astronomer Galileo published a book that challenged the time-
honored way that people perceived the world. Within months he was summoned to Rome and put on
trial. He was found guilty of heresy and was forced to kneel in front of the Inquisition and recant. To

refuse would have meant his death. Even after he recanted, he was condemned to life imprisonment




without contact with the outside world. The Church feared that he might infect others with his heresy.
He died, blind and alone, in 1642. His heresy? He believed that the earth was not the center of the
universe with the sun, moon, stars, and other planets revolving around it. In 1992, over twenty years
after people walked on the moon, the Church finally admitted to having made a mistake in dealing with
Galileo.'

I get this. I actually understand why Galileo's thoughts were such a threat. We want to believe that we
sit at the center of the universe. We want to believe that God has nothing else to care about except us.
Now fortunately we have a God who is big enough to care about each of us as if we were his most
beloved creation, but we have to remember that as much as God loves me, God also loves you, and
everyone else and all of God's creation. And is it God who is in charge and not us. Jesus tells the
parable of counting the cost. Well, counting the cost of being a disciple of Jesus means letting God be
the one who sets the agenda. Following Jesus means following Jesus where Jesus wants to go and
wants us to go. That's the cost. As we face decisions in the year ahead, we will ask, is this what God

wants us to do, is this where God wants us to go? Are we ready to let go and let God?

1 Quoted from “If Grace is True,” by Philip Gulley and James Mulholland. P. 142.




