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“Let Us Go to the House of the Lord!”
This spring and summer, during Evening Prayer, we
read through some of the Psalms. Most Bibles list
Psalms 120-134 as the “Songs of Ascents” meaning
they were sung by pilgrims on the way to celebrating
a major religious festival in Jerusalem. Built on Mt.
Zion, the travelers would have to take a road that
ascended up to Jerusalem. As they walked, the
pilgrims would sing one of these songs: “I was glad
when they said to me, “Let us go up to the house of
the Lord!” Our feet are standing with your gates, O
Jerusalem.” (Psalm 122:1-2)
That’s the one I’ve been thinking of lately. When will
we be able to say that? When will we be able to send
a message to our whole church: Let us go up to the
house of the Lord? That’s a great question and it’s
one that we are not yet able to answer. Our session
met last week and had more discussions about when
we will be able to have worship in our sanctuary
again. Although we cannot answer that question yet,
we want to make you aware of three things:
1) The Presbytery of Lake Michigan has updated its
recommendation that we DO NOT have inbuilding worship through the rest of the calendar
year.
2) The session is constantly reviewing county and
state infection rates. We will not consider inbuilding worship while rates are either rising or
maintaining a high level over a two-week period.
3) As we continue to review the data, we continually
consider our current worship practices (outside
LIVE and prerecorded video). We look to reach
the most people in the most meaningful way,
balancing the need for physical gathering while
the weather permits with the needs of our stay-athome parishioners.
So, the session has continued to suspend in-person,
indoor worship for now. As we look to the remainder
of the calendar year, we consider the following points
(many voiced by you, the congregation)
Worship could be a super-spreader event;
We would have to continue the reservation system
due to capacity limits and safe-distancing;
There would be no bulletins, no hymnals, no Bibles,
no offering plates, no singing, no choir, no
congregational responses;

Ushers and greeters would become safety monitors,
insuring everyone is properly distanced and wearing
a mask;
There would be no passing of the peace or fellowship
time;
And now, can you imagine trying to do all that for
Christmas Eve? I feel that during these times, inbuilding worship could turn into an “exclusionary
spectator activity that is at once impersonal and
isolating.” (That phrase is from 4th Presbyterian
Church in Chicago about their session’s decision to
suspend in-person worship.)
But, there has also been some benefit with our
outdoor gatherings. Just being together on the lawn
feels good and it fills a need for contact that many
otherwise are not getting. We don’t have bulletins
and we aren’t singing, but we are aware of one another, the birds singing, the wind rustling the leaves,
we hear the WORD and hum along with the hymns.
Outside together offers new gifts that take the place
of what’s been removed.
Worship continues! It has never stopped. We only get
stuck when we focus on what we can’t do, rather than
what we can. It is a time for us to look with new eyes
to see what God is doing. It is a time for us to be
creative and encouraging to one another, to be
faithful in loving each other, to be reaching out to our
community with compassion, to be praying and
working for justice in our society, and to be
peacemakers. The concluding words of Psalm 122:
“For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say,
“Peace be within you.” For the sake of the house of
the Lord our God, I will seek your good.” (Psalm
122:8-9)
Remember that peace, “shalom,” means
“wholeness.” We don’t just pray that God will return
us to peace or wholeness. We are whole. God is
working among us and through us in new ways. We
are still God’s people, God’s church, however we
gather. I’m still glad when Sunday comes around and
whether it is online or on the back lawn, the Spirit
says to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!”
Grace and Peace,
Mark

Greeters

Ushers

Coffee

Nursery Help

YOU

YOU

YOU

YOU

ARE

ARE

ARE

ARE

COMPLETELY

THOUGHT

CARED

DEFINITELY

MISSED!!!

OF OFTEN!!!

FOR!!!

LOVED!!!

At this time, no need to put up our monthly lists!
We’ll be back to normalcy before you know it!
Keep hanging in there! You are so loved!

All at once, summer collapsed
into fall.
- Oscar Wilde
But now in September the
garden has cooled, and with it
my possessiveness. The sun
warms my back instead of
beating on my head … The
harvest has dwindled, and I
have grown apart from the
intense midsummer
relationship that brought it on.
– Robert Finch
By all these lovely tokens,
September days are here. With
summer’s best of weather and
autumn’s best of cheer.
– Helen Hunt Jackson
I love September, especially
when we’re in it.
— Willie Stargell
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9:45 Worship on
Facebook Premiere.
Later recording on
Facebook.
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10:00 Devotions on
facebook

10:00 Devotions on
facebook

11:00 Bible Study via
Zoom

11:00 Bible Study via
Zoom
7:30 Storytime
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10:00 Devotions on
facebook
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10:00 Devotions on
facebook

10:00 Devotions on
facebook
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10:00 Devotions on
facebook

10:00 Devotions on
facebook

10:00 Devotions on
facebook

6:30 Coping with
Loss

27

Fri

1

6:30 Coping with
Loss

20

Thu

28

10:00 Devotions on
facebook
6:30 Coping with
Loss

11:00 Bible Study via Flu Shot Clinic at
Zoom
Richland Area
Community Center
7:30 Storytime

11:00 Bible Study via
Zoom
7:30 Storytime
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10:00 Devotions on
facebook

30

10:00 Devotions on
facebook
3:00-6:00 LAST
Richland Farmer’s
Market

Our next meeting is not known, but will be at Wanda Clawson’s home
1507 W. Gull Lake Dr, Richland
EVERY WOMAN is welcome.
If you have questions, please call Terry Vantine, 629-5381

FROM CONNECTED THREADS
We’re sure you’ve been spending the past 5 months working
on hats, scarves, and mittens for the Mitten Tree, right??
Hmmmmm?? Maybe not??
Well, you still have plenty of time to get them finished!
Many families will be needing and counting on these lovely
gifts to stay warm this winter. You are very welcome to
drop off any items at the church from 9:00 to 1:00 on
Tuesdays or Thursdays.

****************************************************************************************

Presbyterian Women must regretfully inform everyone there will be

NO RUMMAGE SALE
in October this year!
We are sorry beyond words, but as with all else these days,
it’s the safest thing to do.
Let’s keep positive thoughts going for April of 2021!!

PW PURPOSE: Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit
ourselves to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible Study, to support the mission of the church worldwide,
to work for justice and peace and to build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the
Presbyterian Church (USA) and witnesses to the promise of God’s Kingdom.

Carillon Hymns and Honoree for September
Date

Selection

Honoree

9/08

In The Garden

Irene Verploegh

9/11

God Bless America

Brad Hoorn

9/14

Eternal Father, Strong to Save

Jay Ralph Wells, Jr.

FOOD PANTRY
Giving Suggestions
Since our pantry now has a drive-thru
distribution, working with Loaves and
Fishes, we can really use:
PERSONAL CARE ITEMS:
Deodorant, Shampoo/Conditioner, Soap,
Toothpaste, Body Wash, Dish Soap,
Tampons, Laundry Soap/Fabric Softener
Monetary donations are very welcome too!

Please note change!!!

THE CHURCH HAS A NEW DOMAIN
NAME TO GET ON THE WEBSITE:

fpcrich.org
(the old had “.com” behind fpcrich)
The church secretary is about to lose her
mind with digital and electronic technology.

Our Legacy Path is looking so nice!
There is still plenty of time to fill out an
order form for your brick (see next
page). It’s a lovely way to remember
and/or honor someone you love.
New orders will go out
the end of September.
Please see Jean Stafford with questions.

What a nice way to recognize your loved ones! The purpose of the Memorial and Endowment Fund is to use gifts and
bequests to build a “permanent fund” that will provide income to be used for special opportunities that enhance our
commitment to Jesus Christ. The funds raised will be “gifted” to The Presbyterian Foundation who will manage the funds
for us and make periodic distributions of income for our use. The income produced is not intended to support day-to-day
operations of the church as reflected in our annual operating budget. Additional information can be found in brochures
available at several locations within our church or by contacting a member of our Memorial and Endowment Committee.
The bricks will be placed in a “Path to the Future—Legacy Walk” located on our church property.
Minimum Endowment Fund Gift is as follows:
4 x 8 brick
(1) $125: (2) or more $100 each
8 x 8 brick
$200
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Yes, I / we would like to reserve a brick. Please engrave our brick as follows:
ANY SYMBOL (PERIOD, COMMA, DASH) OR BLANK IS CONSIDERED ONE SPACE.
ALL TEXT WILL BE CENTERED UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED. ALL ENGRAVING WILL BE IN CAPITAL LETTERS.

4 x 8 Brick (4 lines—3 recommended, 21 characters per line)

8 x 8 Brick (6 lines, 21 characters per line)

EXAMPLE

ANY SYMBOL (PERIOD, COMMA, DASH) OR BLANK IS CONSIDERED ONE SPACE.
ALL TEXT WILL BE CENTERED UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED. ALL ENGRAVING WILL BE IN CAPITAL LETTERS.
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PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM AND YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO:
First Presbyterian Church Endowment Fund * 8047 Church St * Richland MI 49083 * 629-4944
Name: ________________________________________ Phone: (_______) _________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________ State: __________________ Zip: __________________
Email Address: ___________________________________________ Amount Paid: ___________________
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Richland Farmers
Market
Fresh all the time, and everything
is just picked. I don’t know about
you but that’s where I’m headed.
So jump on the farm wagon
and join us every Wednesday from
3:00 to 6:00 for shopping, and a
chance to socialize.
Located at Richland Area
Community Center!

Last Day:
September 30!!
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Ruth Mason
Dan Fiordalis
Doug Gates
Pam Mattes
Esperanza Carisalez
Suzie Carpenter
Stephanie Kleis
Heidi Bryant
David Greve
Sue Carlson
Sarah Bryer
Traver Gay
Tom Perigo
Janet Saddler
Christine Gates
Joseph Keusch
Barbara Monk
Stuart Verseman
Marleigh Burris
Samantha Duke
Katie Monk Gartner
Juan Carisalez
Cindy Hoorn

Lisa and Andy Ambrosio ~ 27
Ed and Cheri Calkins ~ 21
Alexis and Jason Rairigh ~ 12
Carolyn and Richard Chormann ~ 63
Brian and Teresa Young ~ 47
Mary Ellen and Jerry Bryer ~ 38
Barbara and Robert Monk ~ 46
Sheryl and Brent Slezak ~ 42
John and Cindi Lebiecki ~ 38
Janet and Hoyt Fonger ~ 40
Juan and Laura Carisalez ~ 8
Tom and Sharin Noall ~ 58
Karen and Scott Bell ~ 37
Craig and Kathi Muss ~ 38
Larry and Becky Reinhart ~ 46
Marilynn and Bob Simon ~ 32
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Kinzy Turpin
Alec Ambrosio
Gary Mittelbach
Nicole Romyak
Gale Slentz
Erin Fenner
Madeleine Gauthier
Steve Sorrell
Jake Myland
Ted Ruser
Louise Hanavan
Sandy Hart
Marme Courtney
Reid Williams
Spencer Mack
Val Osborne
John Mittelbach
Bob Hendrick
Rebecca Jones
Don Meitz
Andee Trautman
Betsy Powell

Labor Day, the first Monday in September, is a creation of the labor movement and is dedicated to
the social and economic achievements of American workers. It constitutes a yearly national tribute to
the contributions workers have made to the strength, prosperity, and well-being of our country.
Two men are credited with playing an important role in bringing about the Labor Day holiday.
Matthew Maguire, a machinist from Paterson, N.J., and Peter J. McGuire, a New York City carpenter
who helped found the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners, are said to have suggested a
holiday to honor working people in the United States.
The first Labor Day holiday was celebrated on Tuesday, September 5, 1882, in New York City, in
accordance with the plans of the Central Labor Union. In 1884, the first Monday in September was
selected as the holiday, as originally proposed, and the Central Labor Union urged similar
organizations in other cities to follow the example of New York and celebrate a “workingmen’s
holiday” on that date. The idea spread with the growth of labor organizations, and in 1885 Labor Day
was celebrated in many industrial centers of the country.
The first state bill was introduced into the New York legislature, but the first to become law was
passed by Oregon on February 21, 1887. During the year four more states, Colorado, Massachusetts,
New Jersey, and New York created the Labor Day holiday by legislative enactment. In 1894, President
Grover Cleveland signed a bill making Labor Day a national holiday.
Labor Day is observed as a legal holiday on the first Monday in September throughout the United
States, Puerto Rico and Canada. In Australia, Labor Day is called Eight Hour Day, and it
commemorates the successful struggle for a shorter working day. In Europe, Labor Day is
observed on May 1, also known as May Day.

Labor Day has come to be recognized in the U.S. not only as a celebration
of the working class, but even more so as the unofficial end of the summer
season. In the northern half of the country at least, the summer vacation
season begins with Memorial Day and ends with Labor Day. Many colleges
and some secondary and elementary schools begin classes immediately
after Labor Day. State parks, swimming pools, and campgrounds are all
quite busy on Labor Day, as vacationers take one last advantage of the
waning hot season.

wilstar.net
chron.com
classbrain.com
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