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“Affirmation”
Every Sunday during worship after
we have been seated patiently through the
sermon, we get a chance to stand up and say
together the Affirmation of Faith. This is a
statement of what we believe as a church.
Sometimes the words come from the Bible,
but often they come from one of the statements that Christians have made throughout
history about what we believe and what we
don't believe. We will often use the words
from the “Brief Statement of Faith” which
was adopted by the Presbyterian Church
(USA) in 1991. Other times we may use
parts of the Belhar Confession which was
written by the Reformed churches in South
Africa during apartheid, but just adopted by
Presbyterians a few years ago. But every
month we use what may be the most recognizable confession, the Apostles' Creed.
(“Creed” is the English word that comes from
the Latin “credo,” which means, “I believe.”
Many creeds started as baptismal statements.
Before a person in the ancient church was
baptized, they were examined by the elders of
the church and had to make a statement of
what they believed. Speaking in Latin, their
statement would always start, “Credo . . .”)
The Apostles' Creed has parts of it that are
very ancient, perhaps going back to the 2nd
Century, but was not fully adopted by the
church until the time of Charlemagne in the
early 9th Century.
On the second Sunday of each month
we use an even more ancient creed, the Nicene Creed. This was begun at the Council
of Nicaea in 325 AD and completed at the
Council of Constantinople in 381 AD. This is
a statement of faith that much of global
Christian church, Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Orthodox, can affirm. But what do

we know about it? “God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten
not made, of one being . . .” what does all
that mean and why is it there? We say we
believe that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the
Father (and the Son). What are the parentheses all about? Do we or don't we? We
say, “We believe in one holy, catholic, and
apostolic church.” We're not Catholic, why
do we say that? This creed affirms that we
believe in the virgin birth, the resurrection of
the dead, and the life to come. What if we're
not really sure about any of those, can we
still say that we believe?
This July we will be looking at the
Nicene Creed and how it draws us together
as a covenant community, here in this church
and with Christians around the world. Each
Sunday we will look at part of the Creed and
see what it says about God and about us.
Since the Creed was often used at baptisms, it
is going to be very special that on July 22nd
we will discuss the part of the Creed that says
“We acknowledge on baptism for the forgiveness of sins,” and we will celebrate the
Sacrament of Baptism that morning. We will
also that morning have a blessing of the waters as we take a load of bottled water to the
community of Flint. You can participate by
dropping off water at the church and we will
be taking it all to Flint that day. It will be a
day to celebrate how we have been blessed by
God, blessed in order to be a blessing.
Come and worship with us, learn with
us, serve with us!
Grace and Peace,
Mark
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Teachers

Please remember that only ordained elders and deacons should serve communion.
July 1
Kay Irey
Larry Irey
Barb Langshaw
Larry Langshaw
Shannon Smith
Christie Sutherland
Steve Sutherland
Phyllis Youse

August 5
Carol Thorne
Bob Tower
Terry Vantine
Donna Webb
Tunis Willemstyn
Jilisa Williams
Jerry Wittwer
Lib Wittwer

September 2
Mike Wright
Nancy Wright
Brian Young
Teresa Young
Marsha Zick
Andy Alspach
Sandy Barts
Heidi Bryant

We rely on many members and friends to help Sundays run smoothly and be a good worship
experience for those attending our church. If for some reason you are not able to help on the
day originally selected, please find a replacement or someone to trade with, and let the
church office know. The yearly list of volunteers can be found at www.fpcrich.com, under
“Living the Faith”, then “volunteer schedule”. Or call Julie for a list of names. Thank you!
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9:45 Worship - Com- 9:00 Care Team
munion
10:30 Office Staff

9:45 Worship - 2
cents-a-meal

10:30 Office Staff
7:00 Girl Scouts

9:45 Worship
9:00 Care Team
2:00-6:00 GPR being
used

9:45 Worship

9:45 Worship

10:30 Office Staff

10:30 Office Staff

10:00 Connected
Threads

10:00 Connected
Threads

10:00 Connected
Threads
6:00 Girl Scouts
GLCC Dinner and
Barn Theatre with
Byron

10:00 Connected
Threads

10:00 Connected
Threads

9:30 Flower Group in
White Room

10:30 Library Program - Paleo Joe

10:30 Library Pro11:00 Memorial
gram - Moziac Dance Service for Murray

9:00-4:00 Richland
Art Fair in the Square

PW meets the first Wednesday of each month.
Our next meeting/potluck picnic is August 9 from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.
EVERY WOMAN is welcome!

More information to follow regarding our August 9th picnic,
to be held at Barb Brundage’s home.
********************************************************************************************

DINNER AND A SHOW!

Our next meeting will be held on
August 8th at 1:00 to discuss
“The Lilac Girls”
by Martha Hall Kelly
We’ll meet at Faye Luscombe’s home,
10600 Wildwood Dr, Richland, 6298053. YOU are welcome!

*****************************************

WOMEN’S CHURCH BOOK CLUB

The Kiwanis Club of Battle Creek once
again invites us all to join them at The
Barn Theatre on July 17th of opening
night of, “Run For Your Wife”. This is
a British farce about a taxi driver who
has two wives in different areas of
town. A pre-show dinner and happy
hour will be at the Gull Lake Country
Club, starting at 5:00. Dinner is served
at 6:00 to allow for social time. Cost for
dinner and show is $50 per person, or
$18 for dinner only. Make checks to
B.C. Kiwanis Club, and send to Byron
Hodgson, 10242 Doubleday, Richland,
49083. Or call, 629-4224.

*****************************************

Our community is again feeding children, 0 to 18, for FREE this summer! No
paperwork or ID needed. Kellogg Elementary School is offering breakfast from
8 to 10:00 and lunch from 11 to 1. The Richland Area Community Center is
offering lunch from 11:30 to 2:30.
Both places are open Monday through Friday. RACC runs through August
3rd, and Kellogg runs through August 17. Families are very welcome, and
adults are only charged $2.00 for a meal. Share with anyone who has kids!

PW PURPOSE: Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit
ourselves to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible Study, to support the mission of the church worldwide,
to work for justice and peace and to build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the Presbyterian Church (USA) and witnesses to the promise of God’s Kingdom.

FUN WITH FINANCE!
13

For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters;
only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for selfindulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. 14 For the whole law is summed up in a single
commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Galatians 5:13-14

Happy July! Summer is in full swing, replete with picnics and parades, barbecues and
boating, vacations and visits from family and friends. What a wonderful time of the
year!
As vacations increase, church attendance begins to slow, as do contributions from the
congregation. May, 2018 receipts were $9K, compared to disbursements of $21K. Year
to date (through May 31), we are now at a “break-even” point in the General Fund,
where our prior surplus has been used to cover regular operating expenses. This is common in the summer months, however, it brings some agita to Session members who are
trying very hard to stay on budget! If you are able, will you consider continuing your
giving through the summer months, even if you are not able to attend worship? You can
mail checks to the church and Julie will make sure they get to our Financial Secretary
for deposit. Simply write “Attn: Financial Secretary” on the outside of the envelope, and
your giving amount will remain private!
Some key Designated (non-operating) Fund balances as of the end of May are:
Bell Tower Fund $48K
Building Fund
$40K
Memorial Garden $13K
Gifts & Memorials $12K
Youth Mission
$11K
Flower Fund
$ 7K
If you have any questions about church finance, please reach out to your Finance Committee elders, Pete Knibloe and Sandy Carahaly.
Have a wonderful July, and enjoy those “lazy days of summer”!

To all my dear friends at the church,
Thank you so much for calls, cards, care, and concern. I am grateful to have so
many people looking after me. With your help, and my children, I am recovering
nicely.
Most affectionately, Wanda Clawson
*********************************************************
On behalf of Tom Ryan's family, sincere thanks are extended to our church family for the
many expressions of support and caring during Tom's illness and following his passing
last month. Your cards, calls, and prayers have been very much appreciated, and help
from Mark, Larry, and Julie were indispensable. The funeral service for Tom could not
have been so beautiful without the help and talent of many. It truly was heart-warming to
see so many of Tom's former choristers robed and ready to sing under the direction of
Tim Liggett, to hear their music and that of Susan B. Anthony and Larry Myland, and to
hear a sanctuary full of voices sing the hymns. Tom would have loved it! The fine luncheon, likewise, could not have happened without the planning and help of many, and sincere appreciation is extended to Presbyterian Women for welcoming friends and family
for a meal after the service.
With deep gratitude to allKristi Ryan
*********************************************************

Job Opening: Financial Secretary

The church is looking for a part-time Financial Secretary beginning in August. The Financial
Secretary is a member of the Staff team; receives, counts, and records the weekly contributions;
makes deposits; maintains pledge records; and prepares reports for the Finance Committee. If
you are interested in this position, you may contact the church office for a job description. If
you would like to be considered, please forward a resume to the Personnel Committee c/o the
church by July 25.

Flint Water Project:

On Sunday, July 22nd, after church, Mark and his wife Erin will be delivering bottled water to
Flint. On that day, Mark will do a blessing of the water in church. We invite anyone who would
like to donate bottled water to this very worthy cause to bring the water to the church. If you are
unable to buy or carry water and wish to donate money, checks can be made out to the United
Way of Genesse County: Flint Water Fund or you can donate directly on line at http://
www.unitedwaygenesee.org/civicrm/contribute/transact…
You can also drop off water at the RACC if that is more convenient for you. We may need an
extra driver with a large vehicle, and maybe some extra muscle to help us load and unload. Any
volunteers? Let Mark know. And Thank You!

Lois Martin has a black, Kawai baby grand piano she’s looking to

find a home for! It’s 33 years old and in very good condition. Please
call Lois, 655-1393, for more information.

The Book Trade
The Christian Education Committee thanks all of you who have donated books to the new “Take and
Trade Library”. We now have about four hundred books including best-selling fiction. It is a good
start, but not yet enough to make a good library. So what do we do next?? Just what every respectable
charity does when you donate to their cause — ASK FOR MORE!! We have room in all categories.
We are looking for books that you enjoyed; they may have been profound and really touched you, or
maybe they were just a “good read’ — nothing wrong with that either. Share the experience.
If you find it too traumatic to ransack your library and betray your “friends” here is a suggestion to
make it easier. Just place a bag or box near your shelves; then, whenever you browse, pick just a
couple that you can bear to part with, quickly tuck them in and don’t look back. When the container is
full, bring it to church and start over. Or, do the British/Canadian Boxing Day routine. When you
receive a new book, make it a rule to give away an old one (or two). Honestly, how many books do
you really read twice?
So, continue to give and soon we will have a grand
opening, maybe even with free coffee. In the meantime, feel free to bring some and take some. If the door
is locked, just ask someone in the office to open it!
Thanks to you all.
Shannon, Sandra, Marv
Christian Education Committee
********************************************************************************************

Richland Farmers Market
Fresh all the time, and everything is just picked. I don’t
know about you but that’s where I’m headed.
So jump on the farm wagon and join us every Wednesday from 3:00 to 6:00 for
shopping, and a chance to socialize. Located at Richland Area Community Center!
Support your local venders!!

TO ASSIST WITH CRISES,
NATIONALLY AND
INTERNATIONALLY
Look on their website to see what they do!

God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the
earth should change,
though the mountains shake in the
heart of the sea;
though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble with its
tumult.
God is in the midst of the city; it shall
not be moved;
God will help it when the morning
dawns.
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God
of Jacob is our refuge. Amen

TO DONATE:
Call - 800-872-3283
Online - pda.pcusa.org Look for
“Donate Now” at top
Check - Presbyterian Church (USA)
PO Box 643700 Pittsburgh,
PA 15264-3700
On memo line, designate where
you want your donation to go.

**************************************************************************************************

FOOD PANTRY
Giving Suggestions

JELLY/JAM
Carillon Hymns and Honoree’s for July
Date
7/2
7/17
7/22
7/25
7/27

Selection
Panis Angelicus
Come thou Font of Every Blessing
How Great Thou Art
All Creatures of our God & King
I Love to Tell The Story

Honoree
Alberta Wells
Food Pantry Volunteers
Lee Timmerman
Don Janson
Kim Saunders

Jane Carpenter
Jacob Pixley
George Spengler
Kathleen King
Milt Pollock
Barb Perigo
Sandra Barts
Becky Mandrell
Michael Moseley
David Sutherland
Casey Kemple
Ross Reinhardt
Larry Turpin
Roselyn Becker
Emily Hanavan Leslie
Clark Crenshaw
Rachael Nolin
Rebecca Nolin
Bob Reinhardt
Luke Fiordalis
Jim Saunders
Donna Webb
Tim McQuater
Justin Barts
Deb Fisher
Jakob Hildenbrand
Judy Kleis
Mike Knowlton
Leslie Lindenberg
Melissa Spengler
Kathleen Griffin
Mary Lou Cazers
Barbara Liggett
Tony Osborne
Kyle Sunden
Jack Alspach

1
1
1
2
2
3
4
5
5
5
6
6
6
7
7
8
9
9
9
10
10
10
12
13
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
15
15
15
15
16

1 Tineke and Harry Stolt ~ 40 years
1 Sara and Brent Wieber ~ 24
3 Nancy and Bob Hess ~ 47
6 Doug and Linda Gates ~ 33
6 Katie and John Welser ~ 55
7 Maureen and George Lovequist ~ 6
9 Herb and Mary Brundage ~ 24
9 Joe and Catherine Gibson ~ 24

Marilynn Simon
Olivia Sullivan
Harold Dishon
Martha Croasdale
Sam Gibson
Geoff Lindenberg
Phyllis Youse
Roxanne Hoorn
Carrie Stolt Meersman
Terry Vantine
Gary Gibson
Jennifer Odar
Kent Dolbee
Joseph Odar
David Sizer
Tineke Stolt
Karen Bell
Christina Hittle
Sheryl Slezak
Mary Brundage
Brent Wieber
Ben Gibson
Annie Jennings
Julie Pausch
Kim Saunders
Pat Hanavan
Julie Johnson
Evan Jones
Diane Place
Ann Stolt Stopher
Megan Inman
Dana Pausch
Haleigh Sage
Jessica Wines Curry
Meegin Rozeboom

16
16
17
18
18
18
19
20
20
20
21
21
22
22
22
22
23
24
25
26
26
27
27
27
27
28
28
28
29
30
30
30
30
30
31

9 Geoff and Leslie Lindenberg ~ 7
12 Jill and Rick Steele ~ 38
21 Michael and Nancy Wright ~ 45
23 Charlene and Bob Nash ~ 52
23 Greg and Van Slatter ~ 30
23 Karen and John Urban ~ 58
24 Clara and Don Kreinbring ~ 47
26 Ken and Margaret Hetzel ~ 43
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