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Volume 59, Number 12, Monthly 

First Presbyterian Church 

Dear Beloved of FPC Richland, 
 
I want to start off with a special message – I want to 
extend a very big THANK YOU to Paul Gobble who 
has served as our Director of Communications. He has 
brought so much to this ministry that will be carried 
into the future. While we are sad to not be able to con-
tinue the position in the new year 2026 due to difficult, 
but important budget choices and an effort to right-size 
our church’s staffing, we will do our best to continue 
the good work he has started. And we will continue to 
appreciate all the other gifts Paul brings to our church, 
especially as Director of the Richland Food Pantry, 
housed in our own church. We appreciate you Paul! 
As we enter into the time of waiting and preparation 
that is the Advent season, I am so looking forward to 
spending it with you all. We have so many beautiful 
services and special events planned this month, so be 
sure to look through this edition of the Missive and get 
it all on your calendars! We will be following a series 
based on the Revised Common Lectionary called The 
Inn: Housing the Holy. Let us enter into the Advent 
Season, as we hold onto hope, peace, joy, and love as 
we wait and prepare for the birth of Christ anew! See 
below for all of our special Advent Worship Services! 
 

 

 

 

Look to the new year for more information on the Pas-
toral Transition and the results from the CAT 
(Congregational Assessment Tool), as we discern the 
future of First Presbyterian Church of Richland to-
gether. 

  In Love and Peace, 
  Pastor Cal Nevenzel 

 

 

 

The Missive, December 2025 

Make your ways known to me, Lord;  teach me your paths. Lead me in your 
truth— teach it to me—because you are the God who saves me. I put my hope in 
you all day long. 
     Psalm 25: 4-5 (CEB) 
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December 2025 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

30 
  9:45 Worship & 

KidsFirst 

 

1 December 

 8:30 RACC Classes 

1:00 Pastoral Care Team 

5:00 Boy & Cub Scouts 

 

 

2 
9:00 RACC Classes   

9:00 GPP Walking Group 

10:00 Food Pantry 

10:00 Connected Threads 

10:00 Staff Meeting 

5:30 Girl Scout Training 

6:15 Daisy Scouts 

3 
10:00 Food Pantry 

10:30 RACC Classes 

Noon Seasoned Seniors 

1:00 RACC Classes 

7:00 Mission Cmte. 
Meeting 

4 
6:45 RACC Classes   

11:00 Bible Study 

5:00 Wassailing 

5:30 Food Pantry 

5:45 RACC Classes 

 

5 
 5:00 Kids Night In 

6 
  

7 
 9:45 Worship w. Com-

munion  
& KidsFirst  

11:15 Cookie Exchange 

11:15 Pageant Rehearsal 

8 
  8:30 RACC Classes  

  5:00 Boy & Cub Scouts 

9 
9:00 RACC Classes 

10:00 Food Pantry 

10:00 Connected Threads 

10:00 Staff Meeting 

   

  

10 
10:00 Food Pantry 

10:30 RACC Classes 

1:00 RACC Classes    

4:30 Girl Scouts 

6:15 Session Meeting 

11 
6:45 RACC Classes 

11:00  Bible Study 

5:00 Girl Scouts 

5:30 Food Pantry 

5:45 RACC Classes 

6:00 Deacons 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

12 
  

13 
  

14 
 9:45 Worship 

&KidsFirst 

11:15 Congregational 
Carol Singing 

11:45 Pageant Rehearsal 

2:00  Boy Scouts 

 

15 
8:30 RACC Classes    

5:00 Boy & Cub Scouts 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

 

  

16 
9:00 RACC Classes 

9:00 GPP Walking Group 

10:00 Food Pantry 

10:00 Connected Threads  

6:00 Blue Christmas 
Service 

6:15 Daisy Scouts 

17 
10:00 Food Pantry 

10:30 RACC Classes 

1:00 RACC Classes 

6:00 Christmas Carol 
Book Discussion 

   

 

18 
6:45 RACC Classes 

11:00 Bible Study . 

5:30 Food Pantry 

5:45 RACC Class 

 

 

19 
 4:00 Home Again Christ-

mas Program 

20 
4:00 Pageant Rehearsal & 

Pizza 
  

21 
  9:45 Worship  

         & Christmas 
Program 

11:15 Just Love 

5:30 Caroling at Beacon 
Pointe 

22 

 5:00 Boy & Cub Scouts 

 6:00 Boy Scouts 

  

  

 

23 
10:00 Food Pantry 

10:00 Connected Threads 

   

 

  

24 
OFFICE CLOSED   
 

10:00 Food Pantry 

5:00 Christmas Eve 
Service 

 

25 
OFFICE CLOSED   
   

MERRY  

CHRISTMAS! 

26 
 

27 

 
  

   
 

28 
  9:45 Worship  

  

 

29 

 5:00 Boy & Cub Scouts 

 

 

30 
 8:00 Men’s Breakfast 

10:00 Food Pantry 

10:00 Connected Threads 

  

 

 

31 
OFFICE CLOSED   

 

10:00 Food Pantry 

   

1 January 
OFFICE CLOSED   

 

HAPPY 

NEW YEAR! 
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3 
  

4 
 9:45 Worship  

& KidsFirst  

5 
8:30 RACC Classes 

1:00 Pastoral Care Team 

5:00 Boy & Cub Scouts 

 

6 
9:00 RACC Classes 

10:00 Food Pantry 

10:00 Connected Threads 

10:00 Staff Meeting 

6:00 Worship and Music 
Cmte. Meeting 

6:15 Daisy Scouts 

7 
10:00 Food Pantry 

10:30 RACC Classes 

Noon Seasoned Seniors 

1:00 RACC Classes 

4:30 Girl Scouts 

7:00 Mission Cmte. 
Meeting 

8 
6:45 RACC Classes  

11:00 Bible Study 

 5:00  Girl Scouts 

 5:30 Food Pantry 

5:45 RACC Class 

7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

 

9 

  
  

10 
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16th ..... Kay & Larry Irey 58 years  
18th ..... Lib and Jerry Wittwer 60 years  
18th ..... Marsha & Robert Zick 49 years  

1st ....... Andrew Fiordalis 
4th ....... George Lovequist 
4th ....... Grant Slezak 
6th ....... Georgie Lovequist 
6th ....... Nate Martens 
8th ....... Jean Sowers 
8th ....... Carson Miller 
9th ....... Alanna Wyckoff 
10th ..... Kathleen Rothenberg 

11th ..... Connie Slater 
14th ..... David Alexander 
14th ..... Mara Cazers 
14th ..... Evan Odar 
15th ..... Sarah Myland-Waseem 
15th ..... Lars Ruser 
16th ..... Harry Stolt 
20th ..... Michael Wright 
21st ...... Ashleigh Webb 

22nd ..... Laura Monk 
24th ..... Jeni Steele 
25th ..... Jan Petersen 
29th ..... Laurie Alexander 
29th .....  Karen Urban 
31st ...... Jan Fisher 
31st ...... Kay Polzin 

Anniversaries  

 

Class of 2025 
Sam Beals, Finance 
Bethany Gauthier, Membership  

& Fellowship 
Brian Young, Mission 
Joyce Gibson, Christian Education 
Sandy Hart, Worship & Music 

 
Class of 2026 
Laura Carisalez, Finance 
Jill Steele, Mission 
Connie Kratzer, Worship & Music 
Ruth Mason, Personnel 

 

 
Class of 2027 
Pam Foster, Membership &Fellowship 
Tom Stegink, Buildings and Grounds 
 
Special Moderator 
Seth Weeldreyer 

 
Clerk of Session 
Rick Foster 

 

 

 

DEACONS 

Class of 2025 
Anna Gross 
Tineke Stolt 
Jeremiah Smith 
Christie Sutherland 

Class of 2026 
Amber Beals 
Sandra Gobble 
Margaret Hetzel 

Class of 2027 
Heidi Bryant 
Joyce Dishon 
Joan Willemstyn 

SESSION  

December Birthdays 
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Liturgist 
December 7........... George Lindenberg 
December 14......... Ann Fontaine 
December 21......... Paisley Lindenberg 
December 28......... Steve Hart 
 

Welcome Team 
December 7........... Jill Steele 
December 14......... Jean and Walt Stafford 
December 21......... Volunteer Needed 
December 28......... Volunteer Needed 
 

Coffee Teams 
December 7........... Andy & Roselle Sanford 
December 14......... Steve and Sandy Hart 
December 21......... George and Jennifer Spengler 
December 28......... Volunteer Needed 
 

KidsFirst 
December 7……... Christie Sutherland 
December 14......... Christie Sutherland 
 

Nursery Volunteer 
December 7........... Jennifer Spengler 
December 14......... Carol and Liam Gault 
December 21......... Joyce Gibson 
December 28......... Volunteer Needed 
 

Panera Bread, Monday 
December 1........... Joyce & Gary Gibson 
December 8.......... Sandra Gobble 
December 15........ Jim Staley 
December 22......... Christie & Steve Sutherland 
December 29....... Kalli and Steve Inman 

 

Panera Bread, Friday 
December 5........... Margaret Hetzel 
December 12......... Sandra & Ken Barts 
December 19......... Sara Wieber 
December 26......... Jessica Lewandowski 
 

Richland Food Pantry 
December 2..........Darren Sabuda, Jan Runnels, 
            Christina Chase 
December 3.......... Rose Ann Triestram,  
             Shannon Smith 
December 4.......... Pat Weatherwax, Jan Anderson 
December 9.......... Jim Staley, Tom Stegink,  
             Volunteer Needed 
December 10…… Pam and Rick Foster 
December 11........ Steve and Sandy Hart 
December 16........ Jan Runnels, Jim Staley,  
             Volunteer Needed 
December 17........ Pam and Rick Foster 
December 18........ Jan Anderson,  
              Volunteer Needed 
December 23........ Tom Stegink, Jim Staley,  
             Volunteer Needed 
December 24….... Shannon Smith,  
             Volunteer Needed  
December 30........ Jim Staley, Shannon Smith, 
              Sandy Hart 
December 31….... Tom Stegink, Sandra Welker  
 
 
 

December Volunteer Roster 
Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind, let each esteem other better than them-

selves. Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.  
                 ~Philippians 2:4 
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Advent Worship Services 
by Rev. Calandra Nevenzel 

All our worship services will be both in-person and 
livestreamed! Check out more details below: 

• Sunday Nov. 30 (Hope): Join us as we share our 
hopes for this Advent season in a special way and 
start our Advent Worship Series The Inn: Housing 
the Holy. Our Altar Guild is also hard at work to pro-
vide an extra special altar-scape for Advent, so come 
see it! 

• Sunday Dec. 7 (Peace): Come for a traditional Ad-
vent Worship Service with Communion as we look 
toward the birth of Christ and what it means for us 
today. 

• Sunday Dec. 14 (Joy) & “Joyous” Christmas Sweater 
Day: Come in the joy of laughter and fun, wearing 

your most joyous/creative/festive/ugly – whatever 
you want to call it—Christmas Sweater! I hear there 
may be a prize for the most “joyous” one! 

• Blue Christmas Service – Tuesday Dec. 16 @ 6pm 
(in-person & live-streamed). A Blue Christmas ser-
vice is a way to acknowledge that while the Christ-
mas season is joyous for so many of us, it can also 
bring struggle and difficult feelings of all kinds. This 
will be a simple service that reminds us we can cry 
out in times of mourning to God, too. Folks who 
have lost someone they love whether recently or long 
ago, or suffered a setback in life, or are struggling in 
any way, or who would just like to come and pray 
for others are all welcome to attend as we join to-
gether in prayers of lament and comfort. 

• Sunday Dec. 21 (Love) Christmas Program! Our 
Christmas program will be an all-ages celebration of 
music and acting out of the Christmas story that you 
will want to experience first-hand! 

• Christmas Eve Service – Wed. Dec. 24 @5pm – Let 
us join together in a special service that will include 
and be welcoming of all ages, as we tell the Christ-
mas story, sing Christmas carols together, and are 
sent out into a “Silent Night” with a Candlelight cer-
emony. 
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Highlights of Session Minutes– November 12, 2025 (not approved) 
First Presbyterian Church of Richland, Rick Foster, Clerk of Session 

Session Members in Attendance - Sandy Hart, Joyce 
Gibson, Laura Carisalez, Jill Steele, Brian Young, Tom 
Stegink, Connie Kratzer, Sam Beals, Bethany Gauthier, 
Pam Foster, Pastor Calandra Nevenzel 
(Moderator), and Rick Foster (Clerk). 
Administrative Commission/Presbytery Members in 
Attendance: Pastor Cal Bremer, Stuart Deming, Pastor 
Dave Milbourne, and Pastor Dan Anderson 
A quorum declared; the meeting was called to order with 
prayer and scripture by Pastor Calandra at 6:20 p.m. in the 
Gull Prairie Room of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Richland. 

Agenda Items 
Guest: Sandy Carahaly, Chair of the Just Love Commit-
tee, provided an update of Just love activities. Sandy dis-
cussed the committee’s request for visibility on church 
signage and website. Sandy expressed a preference for use 
of the nationally recognized “Progress Flag” representing 
marginalized groups (LGBTQ+, race and ethnicity, and 
others). A final decision was postponed until December, 
after Session has had a chance to see the outcome of 
membership perspectives from the CAT survey. 
Administrative Commission (AC) Comments: Stuart 
brought greetings and offered additional advice:  
• Take the time needed to select the new, installed pas-

tor - don’t hurry the process;  
• The Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) is extreme-

ly important, as it operates outside of the Session;  
•  The AC will recommend when it is appropriate to 

proceed with the naming of the PNC. 
Pastor Report – Pastor Calandra Nevenzel covered the 
following items: 
• Pastor Cal expressed that with the current economic 

issues, there will be more pressure on food and family 
support assistance. We as a church should be ready to 
respond. 

• It was moved, seconded and passed to purchase gift 
cards from the Love Fund as follows: five gift cards of 
$20 each for gasolene (Circle K) and five gift cards of 
$25 each for food (Harding’s) will be purchased and 
distributed as needed or requested through Rachel. 

• Seventy-four members completed the Holly Cow sur-
vey – results will be discussed on Wednesday, No-
vember 19th via Zoom. 

Session Business: 
• Continued discussion on safety policies: It was sug-

gested we look at what other church policies have 
been adopted, and perhaps discuss safety precautions 
with Richland Police Department. Discussion will 
continue as new information is attained. 

• Tom Stegink shared a proposed facilities use agree-
ment form. Several minor improvements were made. 
It was moved, seconded, and passed to adopt the new 
policy with edits. The new Facilities Use Agreement 
Policy is attached to these minutes. 

• An email vote entertained last week to approve a 
membership request for Nan Howell was affirmed 
unanimously. 

• The Minutes of the October 8th, 2025 Session Meet-
ing were reviewed and approved as distributed. 

Clerk’s Report:  
• The next Session meeting will be held on December 

10, 2025.  
• The next Stated Meeting of the Lake Michigan Pres-

bytery will be December 2, 2025 in Jenison.  
• An informational meeting with the Michigan Immi-

grant Resource Center will be held Thursday Novem-
ber 20 th at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary. 

Committee Reports: 
Treasurer – Laura reported that October income was ap-
proximately $6000 less than October expenses and year-to
-date income exceeds expenses by only $2659; total 
amount of bank account reserves across all funds equals 
approximately $190,111; the revised income target for 
2025 is $240,000. We will need 
about $37,400 to end the year with a balanced budget. 
Membership and Fellowship – Pam and Bethany report-
ed:  
• The October 17-18 Rummage sale was very success-

ful, bringing in approximately $4000. Proceeds will be 
distributed to Gateway Academy, Food Pantry/Loaves 
and Fishes, hymnal purchase, and wassailing.  

• December 4th is Richland Village Wassailing. We 
need volunteers! December 14th will be congregation-
al Christmas Carol Sing after worship and during cof-
fee hour.  

• It was moved and seconded to remove the names of 
Cindy, Jay, Christopher, and Roxanne Hoorn per their 
personal request. Motion carried. 

Finance - Sam and Laura reported that it has been decid-
ed to move away from numbered pledge envelopes in an 
effort to cut costs and gain efficiencies. Investment in-
come from the Endowment Fund will be considered at 
budget setting time. 
Christian Education – Joyce reported that Kids Night In 
will be December 5th; the annual Christmas Pageant will 
be Sunday, December 21st during services. 
Buildings and Grounds – Tom reported: 
• The Buildings and Grounds committee now meet the 

first Wednesday evening of the month. A list of repair 
and clean-up needs was presented.  

• Fish Window Washing will be hired to wash sanctuary 
and Gull Prairie Room windows at a cost of $650.  

• Larry Osbourne is working on carillon repair and pro-
gramming.  

• It was moved and seconded to accept a quote of $3556 
from Bleame Gutter Repair to replace sanctuary gut-
ters, motion carried. Payment to come from the Build-
ing Fund. 
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Worship and Music – Sandy and Connie reported: 
• The liturgist volunteers are covered through the end 

of December. 
• New forms have been designed to collect visitor in-

formation. 
• We are shooting for 100 new Glory to God Hymnals 

and currently we have 53 ordered by congregation 
members. 

• Pastor Cal will be on vacation December 26 – Janu-
ary 4th and the pulpit will be covered by  Rev. Mary 
Beth Moran-Cross (12/28) and Rev. Don Mason 
(1/4). 

• November 23 will be the Christ the King Service, and 
joint Thanksgiving Service at Plainwell Presbyterian.  

• December 14 will be the Congregational Christmas 
Carol Sing after services. 

• December 16 will be the Blue Christmas/Empty 
Chair Service. 

• December 21 will be the Children’s Christmas Pag-
eant (during services). 

• December 24 Christmas Eve Services will start at 
5:00 pm. 

 
Mission – Jill and Brian, on behalf of the Missions Com-
mittee requested approval of the following grants from 
the 2025 annual operations budget and Endowment Fund 
allocation: All were approved. 
• Open Doors - $1,200 
• Ministry with Community - $1,200 
• Shalom, Inc. - $1,200  
• Special Olympics Area 16 - $800 
• YWCA Domestic Assault Program - $800 
• United Campus Ministry - $800 
• WMU Foundation for Seita Scholars Emergency 

Fund - $1,000 
• additional $749.56 to the YWCA Domestic Assault 

Program 
• Legacy House - $1,200  
• MIRC of Kalamazoo - $1,200  
• Loaves and Fishes - $1,200  
Being no further business, Pastor Calandra ended the 
meeting with prayer at 9:07 p.m. 

  Respectfully submitted, 
Rick Foster, Clerk of Session 

Salvation Army Angel Tree 
by Barb Monk 

Looking for a way to make your holiday extra special this 
year by helping others in need? You could sign up on-
line to ring the bell at a Salvation Army red kettle loca-
tion. We have one right here in Richland at Hardings. Go 
to registertoring.com, pick a day and a time slot. Then 
you show up at the selected time. The bells are right on 
the stand with the kettle. Your heart will be warmed as 
contributions are made. All proceeds are for the work of 
the Salvation Army in Kalamazoo County. 

Deacons and Ruling Elders 
by Jill Steele 

Are you interested in being a Deacon or a Ruling Elder 
on the Session? Our bylaws now provide us flexibility in 
the numbers to be elected to each body - a minimum of 9 
and a maximum of 12. We are right-sizing each body and 
intend to have the minimum 9 this year. We will need 3 
Deacons and 2, possibly 3, Elders for the Session for the 
nominating slate for election at the 2026 Annual Congre-
gational meeting in January. Please reach out to a mem-
ber of the nominating committee (or Pastor Cal or Ses-
sion Clerk Rick Foster) and let us know if you have inter-
est in serving or simply to ask questions. Nominating 
committee members are: Jill Steele, Ruth Mason, 
Maureen Lovequist, Jarrod Heck, Jennifer Spengler, Jere-
miah Smith and Christie Sutherland. Thank you for your 
prayerful consideration of serving as a Ruling Elder of 
the Session or a Deacon.  

Salvation Army Angel Tree 
by Barb Monk 

The Salvation Army Angel Tree is now available near the 
church office. The procedure is the same as the other 
years. If you wish to participate, please bring a new UN-
WRAPPED gift to the church. It is not necessary to take 
a tag, but if you wish to attach it to the gift, you certainly 
can. As in the past, the teens are the ones who have the 
least gifts in the toy shop. Gift cards are GREATLY ap-
preciated. PLEASE INCLUDE THE AMOUNT OF THE 
GIFT CARD. Suggestions would be Target, Meijer, 
Walmart, and Old Navy. The final date would be Sunday 
December 14. Our congregation has always gone above 
and beyond with their generosity, and the ladies who run 
this program are always extremely thankful for what we 
provide. Thank you so much for everything you do to 
help these kids have something for Christmas.   

 

http://registertoring.com/
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Wassailing 
by Pam Foster & Bethany Gauthier 
Elders, Membership & Fellowship 

The annual Richland community Wassailing event will be 
Thursday, December 4th, from 5:30-8 pm. Our church side-
walk with be lined with luminaries to welcome everyone. 
Immediately inside, in front of the fireplace room, we will 
serve wassail, hot cocoa, donut holes, and children will re-
ceive a gift bag. 

The Gull Prairie will be a warm and welcome space for 
people to sit and enjoy their treats and a Christmas back-
drop will be a wonderful opportunity for family and group 
photos. 

We are excited to add a special addition this year! Maureen 
will be playing Christmas music in the sanctuary and peo-
ple are invited to join her throughout the evening. Also on 
our front steps, the Gull Lake school choirs will be singing 
carols. 

This night is always fun and exciting!! If you would like to 
help, please contact Pam or Bethany. We need 10-12 people 
to welcome visitors and assist with the general flow, serv-
ers, "runners", and a photographer or two. Wear comforta-
ble shoes and be ready to spread holiday cheer! 

If you'd like to be a part of this event, please let Pam or 
Bethany know.   

Missions Giving 
by Jill Steele 

The Missions committee met November 10 for one of our 
most important and rewarding tasks - deciding how to dis-
tribute your gifts budgeted to Local Mission giving for 
2025. Our budget of $7,000 was recommended to the Ses-
sion to be approved (which it was) in the following 
amounts:  
• Open Doors - $1,200 
• Ministry with Community - $1,200 
• Shalom, Inc. - $1,200 
• Special Olympics Area 16 - $800 
• YWCA Domestic Assault Program - $800 
• United Campus Ministry - $800 
• WMU Foundation for Seita Scholars Emergency Fund - 

$1,000 
We also had $4,349.56 remaining from our 2025 Endow-
ment income allowance, which we recommended to fully 
gift since there are so many needs in this area with the cur-
rent economic and political climate, and the Session ap-
proved:  
• An additional $749.56 to the YWCA Domestic Assault 

Program since their funding has been cut and needs are 
on the rise; 

• $1,200 to Legacy House (6-bed transitional housing 
facility serving queer-identifying youth ages 18-24 who 
are actively experiencing homelessness. Legacy House 
is a branch of the OutProud Safe Program at OutFront 
Kalamazoo); 

• $1,200 to Michigan Immigrant Rights Center of Kala-

mazoo; and 
• $1,200 to Loaves and Fishes. 
Thank you for your generous donations that make these 
gifts possible as we look to fulfill one of our church mis-
sions, which is our commitment to strengthening and sup-
porting individuals and families of all types.  

Financial Update to the Congregation 
by Laura Carisalez 

 
 
 
 
 
 

As we approach the end of 2025, the Finance Committee 
wanted to share an update on our church’s financial picture 
and invite you to participate in our 2026 pledge process.  
Where We Stand in 2025 
Thanks to your generous contributions, we’ve received ap-
proximately $216,000 toward our $240,000 income goal for 
this year. That means we need about $24,000  more by De-
cember 31st to cover our expenses for the year.  We have 
made such great progress in just a few weeks, and we are so 
grateful for your support.  Please prayerfully consider giv-
ing as you are able so we can finish the year in good fiscal 
shape.  
Looking Ahead to 2026  
Our 2026 pledge forms are now available, and you’ll notice 
they look a little different this year. In addition to financial 
commitments, we’ve added space for you to share how 
you’d like to contribute your time and talents to our church 
community.  Whether finances are tight but you have time 
to give, or you have skills to share—organizing events, 
working with children, technology support, or volunteering 
in new ways—we want to hear about it. We believe every-
one has gifts to share, and our church is stronger when we 
all use the time and talents God has given us.  
Why 2026 Pledges Matter Now  
As you know, we’re preparing to search for and install a 
permanent full-time pastor. We’re anticipating approxi-
mately $20,000 in additional pastor search expenses for 
2026, making it especially important that we get a clear pic-
ture of our financial commitments early in the budgeting 
process. Your pledge information will help us answer a cru-
cial question: Can we afford a full-time pastor? We believe 
the answer is yes—but only if we go into the search process 
on solid financial footing and a clear understanding of 2026 
giving commitments.  
How to Participate  
A pledge form is included and will be included in our 
weekly emails through the end of the year and are also 
available at the church. Whether you’re able to give finan-
cially, offer your time and skills, or both, every contribution 
matters and helps us continue the important work we do 
together.  
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out 
to the Finance Committee.  

With gratitude,    
Sam Beals and Laura Carisalez   

On behalf of the Finance Committee  
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Prayer Team 
Joan Willemstyn, Joyce Gibson, Cindi Lebiecki, Sandy 

Hart, Joyce Hubbard, Diane Meitz 

We would like everyone to know that we have a wonder-
ful resource in our church. For decades, there has been a 
group of us who unite in prayer for anyone who has a 
need. It can be a prayer for yourself, or for a friend or 
family member who would feel the comfort of a group of 
Christians lifting them up to God. All prayer requests are 
kept confidential, so your need will only be known to our 
prayer team members and to God. Please feel free to con-
tact any of us, and we will pass your request to our other 
prayer team members. God’s blessings to you! 
 
 

 

 

 

By Sandy Carahaly 

PC(USA) Update: 
The PC(USA) recently joined with nine other faith organiza-
tions to issue a joint statement to the American public and 
leadership supporting transgender, intersex, and nonbinary 
people. It reads, in part, “As heads of diverse religious tradi-
tions in the United States, our faiths call on us to proclaim that 
transgender, intersex, and nonbinary people deserve respect, 
love, and equal rights. During a time when our country is plac-
ing their lives under increasingly serious threat, there is a dis-
graceful misconception that all people of faith do not affirm 
the full spectrum of gender – a great many of us do. Let it be 

known instead that our beloveds are created in the image of 
God – Holy and whole… Too many entrusted with positions 
of power are demonizing transgender people, blaming them 
for acts of violence, and criminalizing their very right to 
occupy space in our common life. The fear that many 
transgender children, their families, and their loved ones expe-
rience is unacceptable. The drive to limit the ways that 
transgender, intersex, and nonbinary people authentically live 
their lives – by limiting the medical care they receive, ignoring 
and sometimes provoking acts of violence against them, pre-
venting them from traveling freely, or keeping them from par-
ticipating in public activities — is a betrayal of our 
deeply held values as people of faith… Our faiths, our theolo-
gies, and our practices of prophetic witness call on us to say 
with one voice to transgender people among us: ‘You are holy. 
You are sacred. We love you. We support you, and we will 
protect you.’” Read the full statement, here: Heads of major 
American religious traditions issue landmark statement sup-
porting trans, intersex and nonbinary people - The Presbyteri-
an Outlook. 
Statement from Scripture: 
“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any-
thing else in all creation will be able 
to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Romans 8:38-39 
Days of Significance, December, 2025 

• Dec 1 – World AIDS Day 
• Dec 8 – Pansexual Pride Day 
• Dec 10 – Human Rights Day 
• Dec 14 – HIV Cure Research Day 
Next Meeting: January 18, 11 AM in the church re-
source center. 
Just Love is a Matthew 25 ministry. We meet after worship on the third Sunday of 
every month, excluding July and December. Please join us! All are welcome! 
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By Amber Beals 
 

FPC Walking Group 
December 2, 9 a.m. Walk in the MSU/Kellogg Forest. 
The parking lot is off of 42nd St, approximately one-
half mile south of M89 on the west side of the road.  
December 16, 9 a.m. Meet by the playground and 
walk 1 or 2 loops at Richland Township Park.  
Email Amber if you have any questions or if you 
would like to join the walk texting group: 
smallgroups@firstpresrichland.org. 
 
Christmas Carol Book Discussion Group 
Christmas Carol Book Discussion Group, December 
17, 6 p.m., at the Foster’s home. Please read lessons 
48-52 (5 chapters). Patty will be leading the discus-
sion. Watch your emails for details on the dinner 
plans. Contact Amber with questions at 
smallgroups@firstpresrichland.org  
 
Book Discussion Group: We Make the Road by 
Walking: A Year-Long Quest for Spiritual For-
mation, Reorientation, and Activation by Brian 
McLaren 
With the Christmas Carol Book Discussion Group 
winding down after a delightful year together, a new 
book has been selected for 2026. The group meets the 
3rd Wednesday of each month from 6-7:30pm for a 
time period of one year to discuss roughly 4 chapters 
each month. Anyone is welcome to join for 2026, 
whether returning members or new. Geared toward 
adults. Please reach out to Amber at 

smallgroups@firstpresrichland.org by December 
31,2025 if you are interested in participating.  
 
Moms’ Group 
We are taking the month of December off so we can 
attend to all of the holiday activities, but we do have 
our February book selected! Separation of Church 
and Hate: A Sane Person's Guide to Taking Back the 
Bible from Fundamentalists, Fascists, and Flock-
Fleecing Frauds by John Fugelsang. Reach out to 
Amber with any questions. 
smallgroups@firstpresrichland.org.  
 
Cookie Exchange 
On Sunday, December 7, following Sunday coffee 
hour, we will be hosting a cookie exchange in the 
Gull Prairie Room while the kids practice the Christ-
mas pageant. Bring a minimum of 2 dozen of your 
favorite homemade cookies to share. Also be sure to 
bring a separate container so you can gather cookies 
from the other bakers! Reach out to Amber at 
smallgroups@firstpresrichland.org with any ques-
tions.  
 
Christmas Caroling at Beacon Point 
Save the Date: December 21, 5:30pm. 
Last year this was really popular with the church and 
the Beacon Pointe residents. They loved having us 
come and we had 37 Carolers attend. Hope you can 
join in to spread some holiday cheer! All are welcome 
regardless of singing ability. 

mailto:smallgroups@firstpresrichland.org
mailto:smallgroups@firstpresrichland.org
mailto:smallgroups@firstpresrichland.org
mailto:smallgroups@firstpresrichland.org
mailto:smallgroups@firstpresrichland.org
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