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“If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their

cross and follow me.”
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Dear Beloved of FPC Richland,

On February 18, we begin the season of Lent with Ash
Wednesday. Join us for a 7pm joint worship service
with FPC of Plainwell. We’ll be kicking off our Lent
Worship Series: “What Are You Up to?” with an all-
church movie night of UP on Feb. 7— see flyer for more
details! Our worship series will encourage us to “Take
UP” something for Lent instead of giving something
up. As a reminder, Lent is the season that leads us up
to Easter. It is traditionally a time of praying, fasting,
and giving. In this spirit, Just Love will be hosting a
service project, so look out for more details on that, the
book discussion I’'m leading, and other opportunities in
this edition of the Missive to “Get UP to something
good!” Be sure to also look out for the digital Lent
Devotional, or pick up a paper copy. We are offering
these for no cost, but feel free to pitch in for the cost of
purchase and printing if you feel so led.

— Mark 8: 31-38
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We met as a congregation on Sunday, Jan. 18 to review
the results from the CAT survey, and it was an energiz-
ing meeting! Thanks to all who joined, and remember
to keep praying about and reflecting on who we are as
First Presbyterian Church of Richland (Identity), who
is our neighbor (Context), and what God is calling us
to be (Mission). Join the Transition Team again
on Sunday Feb. 15 after worship, in the Gull Prairie
Room for further discussion.
In Love and Peace,
Pastor Cal Nevenzel



February 2026

1 February |2 3 4 5 6 7
9:45 Worship & 8:30 RACC Classes 9:00 RACC Classes 10:00 Food Pantry 6:45 RACC Classes 5:00 All Church Mov-
KidsFirst 1:00 Pastoral Care Team | 10:00 Food Pantry 10:30 RACC Classes 11:00 Bible Study ie Night—"Up”
5:00 Boy & Cub Scouts 10:00 Connected Threads | Noon Seasoned Seniors | 5:00 Girl Scouts
10:00 Staff Meeting 1:00 RACC Classes 5:30 Food Pantry
6:00 Worship and Music 5:45 RACC Class
Cmte. Meeting
6:15 Daisy Scouts
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Scout Sunday 8:30 RACC Classes 10:00 Food Pantry 10:00 Food Pantry 6:45 RACC Classes 6:00 Valentine’s Bunco
9:45 Worship 5:00 Boy & Cub Scouts 10:00 Connected Threads | 10:30 RACC Classes 11:00 Bible Study
& KidsFirst 10:00 Staff Meeting 1:00 RACC Classes 5:30 Food Pantry
11:00 FaithFirst 7:00 Missions Cmte. 4:30 Girl Scouts 5:45 RACC Class
11:15 Book Discussion Meeting 6:15 Session Meeting 6:00 Deacons
2:00 Boy Scouts 6:00 Girl Scouts
3:00 4H Meeting 7:00 Choir Rehearsal
6:00 FaithFirst Super
Bowl Party
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
9:45 Worship &KidsFirst | 8:30 RACC Classes 10:00 Food Pantry 10:00 Food Pantry 6:45 RACC Classes 4:00 Library Event 12:00 J&J Book Bonanza
11:15 Just Love 5:00 Boy & Cub Scouts 10:00 Connected Threads | 10:30 RACC Classes 11:00 Bible Study
6:30 Boy Scouts 10:00 Staff Meeting 1:00 RACC Classes 5:00 Girl Scouts
5:00 RACC 4:30 Girl Scouts 5:30 Food Pantry
Board Meeting | 6:00 We Make theRoad | 5:45 RACC Class
6:15 Daisy Scouts Book Discussion
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
9:45 Worship & 8:30 RACC Classes 8:00 Men’s Breakfast 10:00 Food Pantry 6:45 RACC Classes
KidsFirst 5:00 Boy & Cub Scouts 10:00 Food Pantry 10:30 RACC Classes 11:00 Bible Study
11:00 FaithFirst 6:30 Boy Scouts 10:00 Connected Threads | 1:00 RACC Classes 5:30 Food Pantry
4:00 Staff Meeting 10:00 Staff Meeting 5:45 RACC Class
6:00 Diamond Painting 6:00 Girl Scouts
with Kalli 7:00 Choir Rehearsal
1 March 2 3 4 5 6 7
9:45 Worship 8:30 RACC Classes 10:00 Food Pantry 10:00 Food Pantry 6:45 RACC Classes
& KidsFirst 1:00 Pastoral Care Team | 10:00 Connected Threads | 10:30 RACC Classes 11:00 Bible Study
5:00 Boy & Cub Scouts 10:00 Staff Meeting Noon Seasoned Seniors | 5:00 Girl Scouts
6:00 Worship and Music | 1:00 RACC Classes 5:30 Food Pantry
Cmte. Meeting 5:45 RACC Class
6:15 Daisy Scouts




February Birthdays

Cheryl Wank
Jackie Stasevich

AR Paul Gobble

Jean Yoder
Ed Calkins
Christopher Reece

10" .....Jack Sizer 21*......Chad Stopher

12™ .....Wendy Field 22™.....Carol Coverly

13" .....Jean Stafford 24™ . Marz Carahaly

13™ ... Allie Steele 25™ ....Ann Fontaine

18" .....Cindi Lebiecki 26" .....Glenn Fontaine

19" .....Jerry Wittwer 28" .....Jaime Fiordalis Jozic

Anniversaries

9t ... Kathy Griffin and Tom Stegink 46 years
11™..... Ann and Glenn Fontaine 19 years
18™..... Ruth and Bill Mason 21 years

26™..... Pam and Rick Foster 21 years




February Volunteer Roster

I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of
the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive. ~Acts 20:35

Liturgist

February 1......... Jennifer Spengler
February 8......... Val Osborne
February 15....... Sharon Wherry
February 22....... Pat Weatherwax

Welcome Team

February 1.......... Ruthie Mason

February §......... Jean and Walt Stafford
February 15....... Heidi and Charlie Bryant
February 22....... Jill Steele

Coffee Teams

February 1.......... Heidi and Charlie Bryant
February §.......... Sandy and Steve Hart
February 15........ Pam and Rick Foster
February 22........ George and Jennifer Spengler

KidsFirst

February 1......... Pam and Rick Foster
February §........... Shannon Smith
February 15....... Christie Sutherland
February 22....... Pam and Rick Foster

Nursery Volunteer

February 1........... Shannon Smith
February §.......... Carol and Liam Gault
February 15........ Volunteer Needed
February 22......... Shannon Smith

Sunday Mormng
Welcome Team

Sunday Mormng
Coffee Team

Scan the QR codes above to sign-up and volunteer

Panera Bread, Monday
February 2.......... Joyce & Gary Gibson
February 9.......... Sandra Gobble

February 16........ Jim Staley
February 23........ Christie & Steve Sutherland

Panera Bread, Friday

February 6........... Margaret Hetzel
February 13......... Sandra & Ken Barts
February 20......... Sara Wieber

February 27......... Jessica Lewandowski
Richland Food Pantry

February 3.......... Volunteer Needed, Jim Staley
February 4.......... Rose Ann Triestram
February 5.......... Steve and Sandy Hart

February 10....... Tom Stegink, Darren Sabuda
February 11. .... Volunteer Needed

February 12........ Pat Weatherwax, Jan Harrison
February 17....... Volunteer Needed, Jim Staley
February 18........ Pam and Rick Foster

February 19........ Jan Harrison, Volunteer Needed
February 24........ Tom Stegink, Darren Sabuda
February 25....... Shannon Smith

February 26........ Jan Harrison, Volunteer Needed

r
Food Pantry
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SUNDAY,

' MARCH 1
Sign up by Sunday, February 22nd

Prizes

o A’ Soups,
Sovrv(]]j’d;? \. ‘;“\'r ChlllS

and 3" o : i -
et Q.. stews!

Rolls &
Crackers
provided by
Membership &

Fellowship. QueSTionS?

Ask Pam



Highlights of Session Minutes— January 14, 2026 (not approved)
First Presbyterian Church of Richland, Rick Foster, Clerk of Session

Session Members in Attendance - Ruthie Mason, Laura
Carisalez, Jill Steele, Brian Young, Tom Stegink,

Connie Kratzer, Sam Beals, Sandy Hart, Joyce Gibson, Betha-
ny Gauthier, Pam Foster, Pastor Calandra

Nevenzel (Moderator), and Rick Foster (Clerk).
Administrative Commission/Presbytery Members in At-
tendance- Pastor Cal Bremer, Lake Michigan Presbyter; AC
advisor; Dave Milbourne., AC member; and Kristin Stroble,
COM

A quorum declared and the meeting was called to order with
prayer by Pastor Cal at 6:15 pm.

Commission on Ministry Comments — Kristin Stroble indi-

cated she would be our primary contact and

resource leading to a Pastoral Nominating Committee (PNC).

Kristin summarized the following steps:

e Complete a congregation/church self-study i.e., “Where we
have been? Where we are now? Where are we going?”

e Develop a list of preferred pastor qualifications

e Develop a profile of church history, statistics, financials,
community partners, mission, vision, values, programs, etc.
and incorporate into a Ministry Discernment Profile.

e  Submit all information to COM for approval. When ap-
proved, establish a PNC made up of 5-6 congregation
members.

The PNC will:

e Finalize and submit the Ministry Discernment Profile and
post hiring criteria on the CLC website.

e  Work independently/confidentially to identify possible pas-
toral candidates who most match the desired attributes
identified by the congregation.

e Seck information regarding salary, moving expenses, and
budget from Session.

e Interview final candidates discretely and in confidence.

e Secek Presbytery approval of the final candidate(s) and
compensation offered.

e The COM will review candidate credentials and back-
ground before approving the final offer.

Pastor Report — Pastor Calandra covered the following items:

1. The CAT survey results and key points will be discussed
January 18th.

2. Pastoral Care continues through Deacons, pastoral care
team, home communion visits, and prayer chain(s). Cal
continues to do monthly bible study at Beacon Point.

3. Pastor Cal will be out of town the first Sunday of February
— Pastor Pat will be in the pulpit.

4. All church movie night featuring “Up!” will be held Febru-
ary 7th .

5. Pastor Cal will facilitate a book discussion in February —
“Separation of Church and Hate”.

6. Ash Wednesday and Lent begins February 18th .

Session Business:

1. The Annual Statistical Report is due February 13th and
Session approval will be sought at the February 11th Ses-
sion meeting. The 2025 year ended with 169 on the church
membership rolls.

2. The hardcopy of the Annual Report will be available on
Sunday the 18th and in the two Thursday emails prior to
the 25th.

3. Jill and Ruth reviewed the Nominating Committee report
for the annual meeting.

Clerk’s Report: The Clerk reported the following:

e The Deacon Brown House (8023 Church Street) has been
classified tax exempt for 2025. This will save about $6500/
year.

e The Minutes of the December 10th, 2025 Session Meeting
were approved as distributed.

Committee Reports:

Finance and Treasurer —

e December income was approximately $9000 more income
than expenses; year-to-date income exceeds expenses by
about $21,000 - leaving an estimated carryover of about
$50,000.

e Total amount of bank reserves across all funds is approxi-
mately $199,000.

e The proposed 2026 budget was approved with estimated
income of $279,850 and estimated expense of $309,647,
anticipating about a $30,000 deficit.

e A new 7-month Certificate of Deposit will be established
for $80,000 at 5th /3rd Bank.

e A new Jack and Jill Preschool 5-year contract will be nego-
tiated within the next several months.

e We are in need of Sunday counters — Lee Coverly and
Joyce Gibson will be asked.

Worship and Music —

e Hymnals have arrived and will be distributed in February.
Rachel is working on dedication labels.

e  We will hold a greeter/welcoming orientation on February
Ist.

e Lenten plans are in process - Ash Wednesday services at
7:00 pm on February 18th and Maundy Thursday services
at 7:00 pm on April 2nd .

e Scout Sunday is being planned and coordinated with Am-
ber.

Mission —

Jill reported the M-DOT Adopt-A-Highway dates for 2026 will

be the week of April 11th ; the week of July 11th ; and the

week of September 19th .

Membership and Fellowship —

Pam and Bethany reported that the annual meeting potluck will

be held on January 25th ; Bunco night will be February 13th ;

and a new on-line membership directory will be initiated in

February. Rachel will coordinate.

Buildings and Grounds —

e  The Buildings and Grounds committee continues to meet
the first Wednesday evening of the month. A list of repair
and clean-up needs is kept current.

Christian Education —

Joyce announced a super bowl watch party is planned for Faith-

First youth, and a church t-shirt promotion and sales announced

soon.

Buildings and Grounds —

Tom reported that church windows have been washed and the

George and Mary Lindenberg family memorial brick has been

installed.

Being no further business, Pastor Calandra ended the meeting
with prayer at 8:34 p.m.



New Photo Directory
by Rachel Little

After 13 years, First Presbyterian is getting a new photo
directory! After looking into the options, the Membership
and Fellowship Committee has decided to do a digital
directory that will allow for changes to be made and pub-
lished in real time. With this directory, you will have
your fellow church members contact information always
available in an app on your phone, or you can print it off
and have a paper copy! Please be on the lookout in the
next couple weeks for an email from Rachel that will
give directions on how to log in and upload your Family's
information and picture. There will also be an opportuni-
ty for photos to be taken at church on a few Sundays in
February. Technology help will also be available for any-
one that needs it.

Kick off our Lent Series with us!
Wear hearts and share the love by
bringing a love-themed food/hygiene
item for our Food Pantry!
Dinner will be served!

Church Event Shirts Now Available
By Brooke Heck

We’re excited to introduce church event shirts that will be
used across multiple ministries and community events
throughout the year! These shirts help create a unified look
while also allowing us to be good stewards of our resources.
Shirts are available for purchase for $10 each and come in
youth sizes (S—XL) and adult sizes (S—4X).
Moving forward, these shirts will be worn by all VBS volun-
teers, helping us reduce annual costs by reusing the same shirts
year after year. They will also be worn at many of our commu-
nity-facing events, including the 4th of July parade, pie tent,
wassailing, and other opportunities to serve and connect with
our neighbors.
How to Order:
e There is a paper order form in the Gull Prairie Room
OR
o Complete the online order form at link below or by scan-
ning the QR code in the graphic. https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/1QMDgD6-
yJCbJJZ94G4FcaAp oMDRS8 FnZvIXGbFfieY/edit
Orders will be accepted through March 1.
By purchasing a shirt, you’ll be ready for upcoming events and
help us show up together as one church in the community!
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Gateway Academy Thank You Notes
By: Pam Foster

The thank you notes from the GL Gateway Academy students
and staff were posted on the bulletin board in the GPR for sev-
eral weeks. Before tucking them away, we thought you might
enjoy another opportunity to read them. Not only are they truly
appreciative of the material

things that they received, but the generosity and love that they
felt from everyone truly made them feel special.

Dear Presbyterian Ladies...
Thank you for my coat. It’ll be nice and warm this winter.
Much love.

I am thankful for the clothes, cups and camera. I am apprecia-
tive of the stuff and the ladies at the church. ~Sincerely, Trinity

We are thankful for everything you are bringing to the commu-
nity. Your service is much appreciated. Your guy’s act of kind-
ness went above and beyond. Thank you! We hope to see you
guys again sometime. Please know you’ve been a pleasure to
hang out with. You all are

very sweet! ~Alena Thompson

Thank you for the opportunity to come down and shop. I’'m
appreciative for the free jacket and shorts. I appreciate your
kindness. ~Collin Monn

Thank you for welcoming us to your church and for letting us
participate in the rummage sale. Thank you! ~Terry Lindsley

I’m thankful for the shirts I got and I’'m honored to come to
your church. I appreciate that you let me come and hangout
with everyone. ~Keigen

Thank you for letting us have this opportunity to come and get
things we need and I wanted to say how truly thankful we are.
~Tanner

I appreciate you for inviting Gull Lake Gateway Academy and
I couldn’t be more appreciative. Thank you for letting us partic-
ipate.

Thank you for your support of the students at Gateway. Your
kindness and generosity is much appreciated. ~Dennis

Thank you for the opportunity to come down and get stuff for
very low prices. I greatly appreciate it. Thank you! ~Keagen
Lawson

To the Presbyterian church and friends, thank you for allowing
us to come and participate. We really appreciate you guys!
Thank you. ~Sincerely, Taylor

Hi Presbyterian Church! Thank you so much for giving us the
opportunity to get such wonderful stuff for free. My whole
class was so excited about what they got and so grateful. I ap-
preciate your kindness to our school. Thank you! ~Jane Fox

To the very awesome Presbyterian Friends, Words cannot de-
scribe how thankful I am for your kindness. I left your church
today with a huge smile on my face. God bless you. ~Bradley
Harris

Staff thank yous...

Your generosity is amazing and the love you show Gateway
students. I told the students that asked what are Presbyterians?
“They are people who love God and show it in a real way with-
out making you feel like a bad person.” That opened a conver-
sation about their experiences — NOT GOOD about church and
Christians. It was sad, BUT I was able to turn it around and

show them a different side — all because of you all. Thank you!
~Lynnette Walker

Thank you so much for allowing our students to come shop at
your rummage sale this afternoon! They had a great time and
were able to get so many things that they both needed and
wanted. They all spoke so highly of the kindness you showed
them! ~Jill Hunt

Rummage sale donation of $1,500 to Gateway.

Members of the First Presbyterian Church,

Words seem inadequate to describe how grateful we ae for your
generous donation from your rummage sale to Gateway Acade-
my. This unbelievable donation will allow us to meet the needs
of so many students this year and will allow us to alleviate
many barriers to graduation that our

students face. We are truly blown away by your kindness. -The
Gateway Team

Important Information for the 2026
Per Capita Fee

by Laura Carisalez

Every year, our church is responsible to pay a per capita fee for
each member, which is allocated between the General Assem-
bly, the Synod of the Covenant, and the Presbytery of Lake
Michigan. The per capita fee for 2026 is $42.42 per mem-
ber. We ask that each member of the congregation pay their per
capita fee, in order to offset the expense to our general fund.
You can designate that your offering is for per capita on the
memo line of your check and/or by indicating on your offering
envelope. Presbyterians have used per capita—an annual per
member apportionment assessed by the General Assembly
(Book of Order, G-3.0106; see also Standing Rule F.4.b.), and
by many synods and presbyteries, to enable Presbyterians mu-
tually and equitably to share the ecclesiastical and administra-
tive costs of sustaining our witness to Christ—as a sign of the
covenant that binds us together. General Assembly per capita is
the primary source of funding for the Office of the General As-
sembly and makes possible numerous services on which Pres-
byterians depend, including the biennial meeting of the General
Assembly. If you are interested, there are several articles and
videos on the Presbytery of Lake Michigan’s website which
explain more about how per capita is used.



smal{groups

By Amber Beals

FPC Walking Group

February 3, 9a.m. Meet by the playground and walk 1 or 2
loops at Richland Township Park.

February 17, 9a.m. Meet by the playground and walk 1 or 2
loops at Richland Township Park.

Email Amber if you have any questions or if you would like to
join the walk texting group:
smallgroups@firstpresrichland.org.

Book Discussion Group: We Make the Road by Walking:
A Year-Long Quest for Spiritual Formation, Reorienta-
tion, and Activation by Brian McLaren

Next meeting February 18, 6pm:

Please read through chapter 8. Reach out to Amber at
smallgroups@firstpresrichland.org if you have questions or
would like to join!

Moms’ Group

February 4, 7pm in the Resource Center. Please note the book
selection was changed to “Everything Happens for a Reason”
by Kate Bowler. Reach out to Amber with any questions.
Diamond Painting with Kalli

6-8 PM February 24th. Grand Prairie Room. Age 6 and up.
Needs... your glasses for close work. If you need a strong
light Kalli will have some available, but feel free to bring your
own!

We will be doing a small project that can be done in the time
allowed.

Snacks...feel free to bring some to share

Please RSVP to Amber, smallgroups@firstpresrichland.org
Valentine’s Bunco

February 13th, 6pm-8pm. Bring an appetizer to share. Appe-
tizers start at 6pm, followed by Bunco. Feel free to invite
friends. Email Amber at smallgroups(@firstpresrichland.org if
you plan to attend. We will also have a sign up sheet available
soon. We need a minimum of 12 players to make this happen.

All are welcome!
(Jlusil \

By: Sandy Carahaly

Dear Friends,

When Just Love met in January, we decided that our theme for

the coming year will be “Service.” This theme flows naturally
from our 2025 focus on Community and outreach, and is sup-
ported by the results of the CAT, which showed that social
advocacy and reflecting the values of Christ are among our
congregation’s top priorities. Thank you to everyone who ref-
erenced Just Love as a reflection of what it means to “be the
Church” in your CAT responses. We were overwhelmed by
the recognition and support and are energized to expand on
our mission in the coming year!

We meet after worship on the third Sunday of the month
(excluding July and December). We would just love to have
you join us in our mission not only to witness but to serve.
Save the Date! Our annual Pride worship service will be on
June 14, 2026.

Statement from Scripture: So Jesus called them and said to

them, “You know that among the gentiles those whom they

recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones

are tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; instead,

whoever wishes to become great among you must be your

servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be

slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be served but to

serve and to give his life a ransom for many.” Mark 10:42-45

Days of Significance, February, 2026

e February 7: National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day

e Week after Valentine’s Day: Aromantic Spectrum Aware-
ness Week

e February 28: HIV Is Not A Crime Awareness Day

Next Meeting: February 15, 11 AM in the church resource

center.

Just Love is a Matthew 25 ministry. We meet after worship on

the third Sunday of every month, excluding July and Decem-

ber. Please join us! All are welcome!

Separation of Church and Hate Book

Discussion
By Pastor Cal Nevenzel

Pastor Calis encouraging an all-church read and hosting a

book discussion over the next several months. ALL are wel-
come. Let me know if you are interested and buy your book
now to start reading! I encourage you to check out a local
bookstore or buy online from Better World Books or Thrift-
books! Discussion dates and the reading guide are below! Join
us in the Resource room or on zoom.

Feb. 8 — Introduction through Chapter 3
March 1 — Chapters 4-7

April 12 — Chapters 8-11

May 3 — Chapters 12-15

A BANE FERSON'S OUIDE TO
TAKING BACK THE BIBLE
FROM FUNDANENTALISTS
FARCIATA, AND
FLOCKFLEECING FRAUDD

A\
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We spent January
learning a lot about our
church and our faith,

+ We enjoyed the
Annual Meeting
and potluck
together

« We spent Sunday
school learning
about the Semitic
religions and their
history, advent
wreaths, the
Exodus, and many
other excellent
questions from our

Our FaithFirst
students in action -
caroling, performing,

youth. singing, and reading.
We are grateful for the
time and energy they
invest in our worship
and in our community!
February Events:

Saturday, 2/7 - 5pm - UP! Movie and pizza night- GPR

Sunday, 2/8- 11-11:45 am FaithFirst Sunday School. Bring your worship
notebooks!

Sunday, 2/8 - 6-8 pm - Super Bowl Party at the Osbornes’ House

Friday, 2/13- 6-8 pm - Valentine’s Bunco - GPR

Sunday, 2/22- 11-11:45 am Faith First Sunday School. Bring your worship
notebooks!

Reach out to Maureen Lovequist mggsﬁ @Mmﬁdshlmd&[g or
Laura Carisalez finance@firstpresri gd.org you have any

questions or want to join in the fun!
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Jar of LOVE




First Presbyterian Church
8047 Church Street
Richland, MI 49083

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

February

Interim Pastor

Reverand Calandra Nevenzel Pastor@firstpresrichland.org (219) 252-0378 (call/text)
Church Staff

Amber Beals, Small Group Ministries Brooke Heck, Sunday School Director
smallgroups(@firstpresrichland.org kidsfirst@firstpresrichland.org
Laura Carisalez, Financial Administrator Rachel Little, Office Manager
finance@firstpresrichland.org fpcrich@firstpresrichland.org
Chris Gobble, Financial Secretary Maureen Lovequist, Director of Instrumental Music
giving(@firstpresrichland.org music@firstpresrichland.org
Kaleb Nuesse, Choir Director Connie Slater, Sexton

choir@firstpresrichland.org

Volunteers
Jeremiah Smith, Jarrod Heck, Production Karen Urban, Office Volunteer




