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Why do you call me Lord, Lord, and do not do what I say?
— Jesus, Luke 6:46, quoted in Separation of Church and Hate
by John Fugelsange

Dear Beloved of FPC Richland,

1 am so excited to start this fresh new year with you all!
We have a lot to celebrate and look forward to in this
coming season. Session has met and discussed results
from our CAT and the Transition Team will be ready to
share highlights of the results with you after worship
on Sunday, Jan. 18 in the Gull Prairie Room!

I have heard some interest from you for a deeper dis-
cussion on how to engage our faith in what is going on
in our country, and so I am encouraging an all-church
read of the brand new book “Separation of Church and
Hate - A Sane Person’s Guide to Taking Back the Bible
from Fundamentalists, Fascists, and Flock-Fleecing
Frauds” by John Fugelsang. I am also inviting those
who would like discuss the book together to join me af-
ter worship once a month February through May in the
Resource Room or on zoom. ALL are welcome. Let me
know if you are interested and buy your book now to
start reading! I encourage you to check out a local
bookstore or buy online from Better World Books or
Thriftbooks! Discussion dates and the reading guide
are below!
In Love and Peace,
Pastor Cal Nevenzel

“This knife-sharp book speaks
to everyone, regardless of what you know
about Christianity—but what elevates
it to something truly special is its
commitment to love and empathy. John

Fugelsang is tired of religion being used
as a cover for meanness. He's not alone.
An important, illuminating work that
proves no one owns religion and faith.”

Separation of Church and Hate by John Fugelsang
Reading Guide for Book Discussion

Feb. 8 — Introduction through Chapter 3
March 1 — Chapters 4-7
April 12 — Chapters 8-11
May 3 — Chapters 12-15
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28 29 30 31 1 January 2 3
9:45 Worship 9:00 Boy Scouts CPR Class | 8:00 Men’s Breakfast | OFFICE CLOSED OFFICE CLOSED
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6:00 Worship and Music 5:45 RACC Class
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2:00 Boy Scouts 6:30 Boy Scouts 10:00 Connected Threads | 1:00 RACC Classes 5:30 Food Pantry
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5:30 J&J Registration | 6:15 Session Meeting 6:00 Girl Scouts
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9:45 Worship & 8:30 RACC Classes 9:00 RACC Classes 10:00 Food Pantry 6:45 RACC Classes
KidsFirst 5:00 Boy & Cub Scouts 10:00 Food Pantry 10:30 RACC Classes 11:00 Bible Study
11:15 Just Love 6:30 Boy Scouts 10:00 Connected Threads | 1:00 RACC Classes 5:00 Girl Scouts
11:15 CAT Results 10:00 Staff Meeting 6:00 We Make theRoad | 5:30 Food Pantry
Presentation 5:00 RACC Book Discussion | 5:45 RACC Class
Board Meeting 7:00 Choir Rehearsal
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11:15 Annual Meeting | 6:30 Boy Scouts 10:00 Food Pantry 1:00 RACC Classes 5:30 Food Pantry
12:00 Potluck 10:00 Connected Threads | 4:30 Girl Scouts 5:45 RACC Class
10:00 Staff Meeting 6:00 Bonhoeffer Movie/ | 6:00 Girl Scouts
5:00 Matthew 25 Meeting Discussion
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10:00 Staff Meeting 1:00 RACC Classes 5:30 Food Pantry
6:00 Worship and Music 5:45 RACC Class
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t..Lillie Steele 25

3 John Lebiecki 13th ..... Brennan Wieber 27"
3".......Sue Myland 18" .....Larry Irey 29"
5".......Adam Simon 18" .....Kate Miller 29"
6" .......Rebecca Gibson 18™ ... Teresa Young 30"
8" .......Pam Foster 21%......Brooke Heck

8" ...... Vivian Lovequist 24™ ...Christie Sutherland

12™ ....Clara Kreinbring

25™ .. Kristi Ryan

Anniversaries

2" ... Wendy and Nate Martens 5 years
12"..... Mary and George Lindenberg 45 years
14™..... Laurie and Scott Alexander 21 years
22™ ... Diane and Don Meitz 70 years

26™..... Shannon and Jeremiah Smith 12 years

ﬂr‘h 'l'l"'llﬂlw

January Birthday

I.“' /'7‘

Darcy Wank
Nick Reece
Paul Cazers
Joyce Dishon
Faith Fiordalis

Class of 2025
Sam Beals, Finance

Bethany Gauthier, Membership

& Fellowship
Brian Young, Mission

Joyce Gibson, Christian Education
Sandy Hart, Worship & Music

Class of 2026
Laura Carisalez, Finance
Jill Steele, Mission

SESSION

Class of 2027
Pam Foster, Membership &Fellowship
Tom Stegink, Buildings and Grounds

Moderator
Rev. Cal Nevenzel

Clerk of Session
Rick Foster

Connie Kratzer, Worship & Music

Ruth Mason, Personnel

DEACONS

Class of 2025
Anna Gross
Tineke Stolt
Jeremiah Smith
Christie Sutherland

Class of 2026
Amber Beals
Sandra Gobble
Margaret Hetzel

Class of 2027
Heidi Bryant
Joyce Dishon
Joan Willemstyn




January Volunteer Roster

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch

as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.

Liturgist

January 4........... Sandy Hart
January 11......... Kay Hutchinson
January 18......... Lee Coverly
January 25......... Joyce Gibson

Welcome Team

January 4........... Steve and Sandy Hart
January 11......... Volunteer Needed
January 18......... Volunteer Needed
January 25......... Volunteer Needed

Coffee Teams

January 4........... Steve and Sandy Hart
January 11......... Volunteer Needed
January 15......... Volunteer Needed
January 25......... Pam and Rick Foster

KidsFirst

January 11......... Pam Foster
January 18......... Volunteer Needed
January 25........ Volunteer Needed

Nursery Volunteer

January 4........... Volunteer Needed
January 11......... Carol and Liam Gault
January 18......... Jennifer Spengler
January 25......... Volunteer Needed

~1 Corinthians 15:58

Panera Bread, Monday
January 5........... Joyce & Gary Gibson
January 12.......... Sandra Gobble

January 19........ Jim Staley
January 26......... Christie & Steve Sutherland

Panera Bread, Friday

January 2........... Margaret Hetzel
January 9......... Sandra & Ken Barts
January 16......... Sara Wieber

January 23......... Jessica Lewandowski
January 30........ Kalli and Steve Inman
Richland Food Pantry

January 1.......... Sue Keitel, Pat Weatherwax
January 6.......... Jan Runnels, Darren Sabuda
January 7.......... Rose Ann Triestram
January 8.......... Volunteer Needed

January 13...... Jan Runnels, Jim Staley

January 14........ Volunteer Needed

January 15........ Volunteer Needed

January 20........ Jim Staley, Volunteer Needed
January 21........ Volunteer Needed

January 22........ Volunteer Needed

January 27...... Darren Sabuda, Volunteer Needed
January 28........ Rick and Pam Foster

January 29....... Volunteer Needed

Sunday Mormng
Welcome Team

¢ r
Sunday Mormng Food Pantry
Coffee Team

Scan the QR codes above to sign-up and volunteer
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A New Tradition Has Been Born
By Membership and Fellowship

We had a fantastic time and turn out at our Christmas
sing-a-long and ugly Christmas sweater contest on Sun-
day, December 14th! While we enjoyed cookies and
snacks, Maureen played the piano and everyone joined
in singing our favorite songs. Prizes were awarded to
father and son, George and Geoff Lindenberg, for 1st
and 2nd place respectively for the ugliest Christmas
sweaters. Jarrod Heck took 3rd place and honorable
mention went to Jim Staley and Rick Foster. Mariela
Carisalez won the youth prize. Look for pictures on the
Membership and Fellowship board in the GPR and it’s
not too early to be looking for your sweater or sweatshirt
for next year!!

Bonhoeffer Movie
By Pat Weatherwax

A full year ago I wrote a Missive article about the Bon-
hoeffer Movie: “Bonhoeffer: Pastor. Spy. Assassin”,
suggesting it for private viewing and reflection.

Now we would like to have a group gathering to
watch and discuss. Join us, January 28th at 6PM, in the
Gull Prairie Room, to watch together. If you’d like to
attend, it’s best that you know the basics...

e  Who was Dietrich Bonhoeffer?

e  When and where did he live?

e Why is his story important and challenging these
days?

Connect with Pat or Amber, with

quetions! smallgroups@firstpresrichland.org

Annual Meeting Potluck!
By Membership and Fellowship

Immediately following the annual meeting on Sunday,
January 25th, we will have a potluck in the GPR. Fat
Mike’s BBQ has been ordered! Bring a dish or two to
share. We’ll provide drinks and tableware.

Prayer Team

Joan Willemstyn, Joyce Gibson, Cindi Lebiecki, Sandy
Hart, Joyce Hubbard, Diane Meitz

We would like everyone to know that we have a wonder-
ful resource in our church. For decades, there has been a
group of us who unite in prayer for anyone who has a
need. It can be a prayer for yourself, or for a friend or
family member who would feel the comfort of a group
of Christians lifting them up to God. All prayer requests
are kept confidential, so your need will only be known to
our prayer team members and to God. Please feel free to
contact any of us, and we will pass your request to our
other prayer team members. God’s blessings to you!

Financial Update to the Congregation

by Laura Carisalez

I am happy to report that through December 14th, our
contributions have exceeded our goal of $240,000. This
means that our income to the General Fund will now ex-
ceed our expenses for 2025. This will enable us to cover
additional expenses that will arise when the Pastoral
Nominating Committee forms and begins their work.

I will provide a full year financial update in the Annual
Report, which you will receive in January.

With gratitude,
Sam Beals and Laura Carisalez
On behalf of the Finance Committee

Food Pantry

Loaves & Fishes does a remarkable job keep-
ing the pantry stocked with food to help
those in our community struggling with food
insecurities, but some items are difficult to
keep on the shelves. Boxed breakfast cere-
als are always in demand, and boxed bread,
muffin and pancake mixes are also popular.




Highlights of Session Minutes— December 10, 2025 (not approved)
First Presbyterian Church of Richland, Rick Foster, Clerk of Session

Session Members in Attendance - Session Members
Ruthie Mason, Laura Carisalez, Jill Steele, Brian Young,
Tom Stegink, Connie Kratzer, Sam Beals, Bethany
Gauthier, Pam Foster, Pastor Calandra Nevenzel
(Moderator), and Rick Foster (Clerk).

Administrative Commission/Presbytery Members in At-

tendance were Pastor Cal Bremer, Lake Michigan Presby-

tery and AC advisor; Stuart Deming, Elder and AC Chair;

Pastor Dave Milbourne, AC member.

A quorum declared; the meeting was called to order with

prayer and scripture by Pastor Calandra at

6:15 p.m. via Zoom.

Agenda Items

Approval of Agenda: It was moved and seconded to ap-

prove the agenda as presented. Motion Carried.

Administrative Commission (AC) Comments:

e Stuart brought greetings and submitted a written report
on what it takes to host a quarterly slated meeting of
the Presbytery. Session members will review and dis-
cuss in January.

Pastor Report — Pastor Calandra Nevenzel covered the

following items:

o Pastor Cal briefly reviewed key comments from the
CAT survey results. The survey results and key points
will be discussed with the congregation January 18th.

o Pastoral care continues the Deacons, pastoral care
team, home communion visits, and prayer chain(s).
Cal continues to do monthly bible study at Beacon
Point.

e Blue Christmas Services will be December 16th and
Christmas Eve Services will be December 24th at 5:00
pm.

e Pastor Cal will be on vacation December 28th and
January 4th . The pulpit is covered.

Session Business:

e It was approved to conduct Communion Services on
the first Sunday of each month in 2026.

e [t was approved to schedule the 2026 annual meeting
on Sunday, January 25 th .

e Jill and Ruth reported that the nominating committee
is looking for 3 Deacons and 3 Session Elders for
2026. The nominating process continues.

Clerk’s Report: The Clerk reported the following:

e The next Session meeting will be held on January
14th, 2026.

e An informational meeting with the Michigan Immi-
grant Resource Center was held Thursday November
20 th in the sanctuary. Approximately 22 people were
in attendance.

e The RACC is now conducting programs at our church
while they are under construction. They have donated
$2000 to the church.

Committee Reports:

Finance and Treasurer —

e November income was strong - approximately $9000

more income than November expenses.

Total amount of bank reserves across all funds is ap-

proximately $193,650.

e The income target for 2025 is $240,000. We will need

about $5,000 the remainer of the year to meet our in-

come goals. The end of year carryover is currently es-

timated to be around $40,000.

An estimated $3500 in Endowment Income will be

distributed in January, with consideration going to

supplementing the general operating fund.

Worship and Music —

o Hymnals have arrived and will be distributed in Janu-
ary.

e Sunday pulpit is covered while Pastor Cal is on vaca-
tion December 28th and January 4th .

Mission —
o All letters and checks approved in November have
been sent.

Membership and Fellowship —

e December 4th was the Richland Village Wassailing

event, and about 400 individuals came through.

Thanks to the many volunteers who made it all hap-

pen!!

December 14th will be congregational Christmas Car-

ol Sing after worship and during coffee hour.

e There will be an annual potluck luncheon to accompa-
ny the annual meeting on January 25th .

e A new Membership and Fellowship Committee will
be established for 2026.

Christian Education —

e The annual Christmas Pageant will be Sunday, De-
cember 21st during services. Practice on Sunday the
14th following services.

Buildings and Grounds —

e The Buildings and Grounds committee continues to
meet the first Wednesday evening of the month. A list
of repair and clean-up needs is kept current.

e An 1861 wooden cross has been placed on the Boy
Scout storage shed.

o Windows have been cleaned on the inside; waiting for
better weather for outside cleaning.

e Andy Sanford will do plaster repairs in main floor foy-
er.

Personnel —

e It was moved and seconded to award the staft 3% cost
-of-living salary increases effective March 1, 2026.
Motion carried.

e Rachel’s position description is being revised to re-
flect added communications responsibilities.

A question was asked about appointment of the Pastoral

Nominating Committee. It was suggested that

we invite Kristin Stroble to meet with us in January to

bring clarity to the process.

Being no further business, Pastor Calandra ended the

meeting with prayer at 8:58 p.m.



Annual Giving Commitment Form

First Presbyterian Church of Richland
For the Glory of God - Giving Period- January 1st through December 31st, 2026
Please return by December 7, 2025

Thank you for prayerfully considering your financial commitment to our church's mission and ministry for the upcoming year. Your
generosity makes our work possible!

1. Personal Information

Full Name(s):

Email Address:

Phone Number:

Street Address:

2. Your Annual Commitment Please indicate the amount you plan to pledge and the frequency of your giving for each fund.

Fund Pledge Amount Frequency Annual Total (Calculated)
General Fund $ (Circle One: Weekly / Monthly / Annual) $
Building Fund $ (Circle One: Weekly / Monthly / Annual) $

3. Giving & Statement Preferences
Please check the boxes that apply to your giving preferences:
[J Offering Envelopes: Yes, I would like to request a set of offering envelopes for my giving,
If requesting envelopes, please indicate preferred frequency:
(] Weekly Envelopes DMonth]y Envelopes
[J Paper Statement Preference: We are planning on sending our mid-year giving statements via email. If you would prefer to
receive a paper copy, please check here. (We will stsll send paper copies of year-end giving statements.)
*Your pledge is not a legal contract but is your commitment to our chierch for helping sus further our mission. Your pledges will belp us

with financial planning for our programs and activities for the year.*

4, Commitment of Time and Talents
We invite you to prayerfully consider how you might share your time (hours, availability) and talents (skills, expertise) to further the
mission of the church this year. Please check any areas where you are willing to serve or believe you have relevant skills, and then
circle your particular interest.
O Worship & Music: (Choir, instrument, liturgist, altar guild, welcome team, coffee team)
[J Education & Discipleship: (KidsFirst or FaithFirst Sunday School teacher, youth activity leader, Bible study, nursery care)
a Buildings & Grounds: (Minor repairs, gardening/landscaping, light cleaning, organizing)
[J Outreach & Mission: (Food pantry volunteer, community service projects, local mission support, meals for those in need)
[0 Administrative/Professional Skills: (Records and history, finance, other professional skills)
O Membership & Fellowship: Potlucks / picnics, 4th of July pie&more tent, Rummage sale, Wassailing, welcome bags & more!

Signature(s): Date:
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December was a joy-filled and
busy month. We learned,
worked together, and had a lot
of fun!

« We had fun at Kids' Night In
and made and mailed cards
for members of our church
family.

« We enjoyed festive
sweaters and helping at
Congregational Caroling!

« We supported our friends
Georgie and Espie at their
band concert!

« We had a great time
participating in the pageant
and lighting the advent
candles.

January Events:

Sunday, January 11 - Faith First Sunday School from 11-11:45. Bring your
worship notebooks! We will talk about our upcoming annual meeting-
how they work and why we have them.

Sunday, January 25 - Annual meeting - we will attend together to
learn about the operations of our church and then enjoy the potluck
together afterwards!

Reach out to Maureen Lovequist ic@fir tp__e%ggmg_g_rg or
Laura Carisalez ﬁnm@g:spx%nﬁﬁfgzg you have any
questions or want to join in the fun!




smagroups

By Amber Beals

FPC Walking Group

January 20, 9 a.m. Meet by the playground and walk 1
or 2 loops at Richland Township Park.

Email Amber if you have any questions or if you
would like to join the walk texting group:
smallgroups@firstpresrichland.org.

Book Discussion Group: We Make the Road by
Walking: A Year-Long Quest for Spiritual For-
mation, Reorientation, and Activation by Brian
McLaren

With the Christmas Carol Book Discussion Group
winding down after a delightful year together, a new
book has been selected for 2026. The group meets the
3rd Wednesday of each month from 6-7:30pm for a
time period of one year to discuss roughly 4 chapters
each month. Anyone is welcome to join for 2026,
whether returning members or new. Geared toward
adults. Please reach out to Amber at
smallgroups(@firstpresrichland.org by December
31,2025 if you are interested in participating.

~<"Altar Guild Arrangements” 7 *

Moms’ Group

We plan to have our next book discussion the first
week of February. Reach out to Amber with any ques-
tions. smalleroups@firstpresrichland.org

Matthew 25 Quarterly Meeting

January 27 at Spm in the Resource Center

Anyone interested in the outward-focused ministries of the
church is welcome to attend. In this quarterly meeting various
groups within the church update what they are currently working
on and discuss how we can support the different ministries. If
you would like to be added to the email communications related
to this group, please email smallgroups@firstpresrichland.org

Diamond Painting with Kalli

Save the Date. February 24th, evening. More details to come!

Valentine’s Bunco
Save the Date February 13th, evening. More details to come!
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The Altar Guild will be happy to help you commemorate a special occasion with
an arrangement on the Altar and the bulletin will announce your special occasion
so we may all celebrate with you.

We request a $35 donation and at least a three week notice.

Please note that we cannon take orders for dates during Advent or Lent.

ﬂour name:

Your phone number:

Person or occasion being celebrated:

Date of arrangement:

\

N

A guild member will call you to talk over your flower ideas and wishes for your arrangement

Make Checks payable to First Presbyterian Church and mail to: Attn. Altar Guild, First
Presbyterian Church, 8047 Church St. Richland, MI 49083
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MY NEW YEAR
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| WANT TO LEARN:

| WANT TO GO:

| WANT TO TRY:
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First Presbyterian Church
8047 Church Street
Richland, MI 49083

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

JANUARY

Interim Pastor

Reverand Calandra Nevenzel Pastor@firstpresrichland.org (219) 252-0378 (call/text)

Amber Beals, Small Group Ministries
smallgroups@firstpresrichland.org

Laura Carisalez, Financial Administrator
finance@firstpresrichland.org

Chris Gobble, Financial Secretary
giving(@firstpresrichland.org

Kaleb Neusse, Choir Director
choir@firstpresrichland.org

Jeremiah Smith, Jarrod Heck, Production

Church Staff

Brooke Heck, Sunday School Director
kidsfirst@firstpresrichland.org

Rachel Little, Office Manager
fpcrich@firstpresrichland.org

Maureen Lovequist, Director of Instrumental Music
music@firstpresrichland.org

Connie Slater, Sexton

Volunteers
Karen Urban, Office Volunteer




