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May MISSIVE

Sunday Service KIDSFIRST FAITHFIRST
9:45 am After Time with Children in Worship 2" & 4" Sundays after Worship
Coffee & Fellowship After Worship Children age 4 through 5" Grade Youth 6" through 12" Grade
Facebook Classes will meet Join us for special dates for this
"Website every Sunday in May month: May 17th and 24th.
Youtube except May 24th! See inside for what we’re up to!

LETTER from PAStor Cal

GOD SAW ALL THAT WAS CREATED,
AND IT WAS VERY GOOD! - GENESIS 131

Dear Beloved of FPC Richland,

This May, we are celebrating the Season of Creation! Over the next several weeks we are
exploring God’s creation of earth, sky, animals, mountains, and humanity, and sabbath rest,
all of which are also connected as the whole of God’s creation. On April 26th, we talked
about how connected we are with the planet earth, and how it has always been a part of our
calling to care for it.

If anyone is interested in joining in this effort to care for our earth, check out our Earth Care
Mission Committee. We are an Earth Care Congregation, which is part of being a Matthew
25 church. We can all work on caring better for our earth in our personal and family lives, as
well as when we come together as a church community by recycling, being more mindful of
the products we buy, and more. Let us consider how we can do so, as we remember that
Jesus is the light of the world, and encourages us to be light-bearers as well.

And we know that God is with us offering us both encouragement and grace as we do so.
Look forward to a Plant Give-away soon as one “Baby Earth” step to creating a healthier
planet and habitat for all God’s creatures, great and small!

In Love and Peace, Pastor Cal Nevenzel
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April Fun with our Youth: FAITH

We spent Sunday school learning about the origins of

our prayers and elements of our worship services as F I RST
we plan our own Youth Sunday! FaithFirst students

did a wonderful job helping our KidsFirst friends youth ministry

enjoy their He Is Risen party!

May/June Events - note these altered dates for Sunday School!
Sunday, 5/17- 11-11:45 am FaithFirst Sunday School.
Bring your worship notebooks and help plan Youth Sunday.

Sunday, 5/31- 11-11:45 am Faith First Sunday School - last class before summer!
Bring your worship notebooks and help plan Youth Sunday.

Sunday, June 7 - Youth Sunday!

Join the fun! Youth Sunday is
coming!

Save the date for June 7"

to see our youth put their

worship leadership skills
to work!

Reach out to Maureen Lovequist
music@firstpresrichland.org
or Laura Carisalez
finance@firstpresrichland.org
if you have any questions!
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sma(igroups

By Amber Beals

Mom’s Group May 6 @7pm
Moms of all types are welcome to join us at the Deacon Brown House, as we discuss the
book The Lies They Told by Ellen Marie Wiseman; please come even if you haven't read it!

Book Discussion Group May 27 @6pm

We are discussing, “We Make the Road by Walking: A Year-Long Quest for Spiritual
Formation, Reorientation, and Activation” by Brian McLaren. Come prepared to talk about
chapters 19-22. Sandra will be leading our discussion at the Deacon Brown House.

FPC Walking Group, Upcoming Walks
May 6, 9am-Walk in the MSU/Kellogg Forest. The parking lot is off of 42nd St,
approximately one-half mile south of M89 on the west side of the road.

May 20 9am-Walk in the Richland Township Park and walk 1-2 loops. Meet by the
playground. Email Amber if you have any questions or if you would like to join the walk
texting group: smallgroups@firstpresrichland.org.

Trivia at the Library: Tuesday, May 19, 7om-8pm in the Gull Prairie Room. Theme:
Michigan. We can have up to 6 players. Please email smallgroups@firstpresrichland.org if
you are interested in playing.

Pastor Cal's Book Discussion

Join us for our last discussion of John Fugelsang's
Separation of Church and Hate on Sunday, May 3 at 11:15
in the Resouce Room.

HOW WHITE EVANGELICALS

. . CORRUPTED A FAITH AND
Stay tuned for our Summer Book Discussion of FRACTURED A NATION

Jesus and John Wayne by Kristen Kobes Du Mez.
Let Pastor Cal know if you'd like to order a copy of the book!
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y w Food Related Other

Toothpaste
Dortable Thermoses Toothbrushes

fqr Cold Water Mouthwash
Rice

Deodorant
Canned Corn

Canned Mixed ghgmpoo h b
Vegetables :.) 3 WSO Bats
Canned Green Beans & °%3P
Hand and body
Canned Tomato loti
Sauce SO tons
) unscreen
Pm{q Bean.s (dry) Lip Balm
Cooking Oil Dish
Sal{ tsh soap
Sy Sponges
Clorox
Oatmeal Fabul
Maruchan HOMLOS0
FOR MIGRANT WORKERS Laundtyiscap

Cookies

FROM MAY 3 TO MAY 17 2026 Corn or flour Toilet Paper
. Paper Towels
tortillas

Long Sleeve Shirts
Egi Shauce (Mainly M and Ls)
chup Blue Jeans (30x30,

Eus*afd , 3232, 34x32, more
ayonnaise 32x30)

v\ = ‘

Fellowship (U

SUNDAY, June 7th - Potluck PICNIC!!
Mark your calendars for our end of the program year picnic on SUNDAY,
June 7th, after Youth Sunday worship!

4" of July Pies & More Tent
Calling all bakers...our annual 4™ of July Pies & More Tent is just around the corner.
A sign-up sheet and thermometer will be available in early June.
The cookies, brownies, and quick breads that we added last year were a great
addition. So let's do that again!!
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Session Highlights - April 15,2026 (Not Approved Minutes)
By Rick Foster, Clerk of Session

Session Members in Attendance - Laura Carisalez, Jill Steele, Tom Stegink, Jarrod Heck,
Pam Foster, Nikki Vantine,

Andy Sanford, Pastor Calandra Nevenzel (Moderator), and Rick Foster (Clerk).

Guests Present — Church member Jilisa Williams, Director the Richland Area Community
Center (RACC).

AC/Presbytery Members in Attendance - Elder Stuart Deming, Pastor David Milbourn,
Pastor Dan Anderson,

and Rev. Cal Bremer, Lake Michigan Presbytery and AC advisor.

Agenda Items:

Comments from Jilisa Williams, Director of the Richland Area Community Center (RACC) -
Jilisa brought both greetings and brownies to the Session as expressions of gratitude for
allowing the RACC to utilize church facilities to continue RACC programming as they
renovated their facilities. She expressed that program participants greatly enjoyed the
church’s accommodations and hospitality.

Administrative Commission (AC) Comments: Elder Stuart Deming provided greetings and
gave a brief overview to new Session members about the role of the Administrative
Commission. The Session reviewd the Conflict-of-Interest Policy and discussion will continue
in May.

Pastor Report — Pastor Calandra covered the following items:

1. The Transition Team (Pam, Sandy, Joyce, Andy, Rick, and Cal) continues to work on the
self-study report. Their next meeting is April 29,

2. Pastoral Care/Faith Formation continues with needed calls and visits, meetings with
Deacons and Pastoral Care Team, continuing the Prayer Chain, and Bible Study once a month
at Beacon Pointe.

3. Office Manager Pat Irvine will be out the next several days. Pat is with her mother as she
enters hospice care in Omaha.

Session Business:

1.The Conflict-of-Interest Policy will be finalized at the May Session meeting.

2.The funeral planning document will be discussed at the May Session meeting.

3.We will be planning an Officer Retreat for later this summer.

Clerk’s Report: The Clerk reported that the next Session meeting will be held on May 20",
2026, and the next Lake Michigan Presbytery Stated meeting will be June 9th in Muskegon.
More information to follow.

...Cont’d on Page 6.
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Session Highlights Cont’d- April 15,2026 (Not Approved Minutes)
By Rick Foster, Clerk of Session

Committee Reports:

Treasurer Report — Laura Carisalez reported the following:

-Income to the General Fund in March totaled $37,186 with disbursements totaling about
$24,892 - resulting in an increase to the General Fund of about $12,294. -Total amount of bank
reserves across all funds is approximately $220,114.

‘The library has reimbursed the church $1200 for their portion of snow removal for last
winter.

‘The Village tax refunds bring total tax savings to approximately $7500 per year. The 8023
Church Street property is tax exempt.

‘The internal audit by Bob Monk and Sandy Carahaly concluded no concerns or errors found.
Worship and Music; Personnel; Mission— No reports.

Membership and Fellowship — Pam reported the following:

-Five dozen hot cross buns were served on Palm Sunday and twenty-nine (29) potted plants
decorated the sanctuary on Easter Sunday in remembrance of past loved-ones.

- Picture taking for the new on-line directory will be available after services on future
Sundays.

- A request has been made for pictures of any graduates to be honored later this spring.

- An end-of-school-year picnic is planned for June 7. More information to follow.

Finance - Laura reported the following:

-Jarrod Heck established new signatories for Fifth/Third Bank accounts as himself and Andy
Sanford.

-Jarrod is joint account holder with the church; new credit card holders are Jarrod Heck and
Pastor Calandra Nevenzel.

A new CD at 5*"/3" Bank for $31,000 was established at 3.5% for 7 months.

Christian Education — Andy Sanford shared his personal perspectives on addressing Christian
Education needs for the Church, and moving toward the establishment of an Adult Sunday
School program.

Pastor Cal confirmed that confirmation classes are planned for this fall.

Buildings and Grounds — Tom reported the following:

-Clearview Roofing/Gutter will look at the fallen gutter on the Deacon Brown House.

‘A large screen TV will be placed on the east wall of the Gull Prairie Room.

‘The Jack and Jill rental agreement discussion continues in a very positive tone. The
committee is considering reducing J&J costs for such items as trash, recycling, phone
service, and insurance.

‘Food Pantry shelving and storage units are in one of the vacant classrooms and a printer has
been added to the Food Pantry.
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Harold and | want to express our heartfelt
'THANK YOU' to all of our friends at
Richland First Presbyterian Church for your
prayers, cards, calls, texts, etc. following
our car accident. We both continue the
healing process which is slower than we
would like. Your love and prayers have
been a source of strength.

We look forward to seeing you all soon.

Your Friends in Christ,
Harold & Joyce Dishon

Our friends at Gateway Academy wish to say
M thank you for supporting their efforts to
provide gas cards, groceries, and Aldi
" gift cards for struggling families!

“Thank you all for making it possible for us
to continue to do our jobs and meet
the needs of students ”
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Fellowship

SUNDAY, June 7th - Potluck PICNIC
Mark your calendars for our end of the program year picnic on SUNDAY,
June 7th, after Youth Sunday worship!

4™ of July Pies & More Tent
Calling all bakers...our annual 4" of July Pies & More Tent is just around the corner.
A sign-up sheet and thermometer will be available in early June.
The cookies, brownies, and quick breads that we added last year were a great
addition. So let's do that again!!

Women’'s Book Group

Women’s Book Group will be [
meeting NEXT month at Joyce | :r ‘
Hubbard‘s home on June 10 at \&

1:00 p.m. t

The book is “This i1s Happiness’
by Niall Williams.
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| ANNOUNCEMENT

* Gain transition awareness
* Set transition expectations e
* Engage the COM

2 INTERIM SEARCH

* Define interim position

* Select and call interim pastor by Session

3 INTERIM AT WORK

* Address transition needs - Create Transition Team
* Gather information to prepare for pastor search
(CAT - Congregational Assessment Tool; Self Study

* COM permission to elect PNC (Pastor Nominating Committee)

4 PNC PROCESS

* Build on insights in Phase 3

* Create position profile (using info gathered in last step)
* Receive approval of MDP (Ministry Discernment Profile)
* Publicize Position

5 CANDIDATE PROCESS

* Review potential candidates
* Interviews with approved candidates
* Select final candidates

6 FINAL APPROVALS

* Identify final candidate

* Negotiate terms of call

* Suitability and/or Examinations by Presbytery
* Congregational Meeting

7 FINAL TASKS

* Installation Service to Welcome New Pastor

* Orientation and Support of New Called Pastor

“God saw all that was created and it was very good!”
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Just Love Update
by Sandy Carahaly

Jus

Just Love is a Matthew 25 ministry. We meet after worship on the third Sunday
of every month, excluding July and December. Please join us! All are welcome!

On May 19 at 7:30 PM Kalamazoo Choral Arts, which includes our very own Tom Stegink and Anne
Fontaine, will present Love Is (Vol 9): Considering Matthew Shepard at the First Congregational Church
in Kalamazoo. Matthew Shepard was a 21-year-old student at the university of Wyoming when he was
brutally beaten, tortured, and ultimately murdered in an anti-gay hate crime. KCA describes the event:
This three-part “fusion oratorio speaks” with a fresh and bold voice, incorporating a variety of musical
styles seamlessly woven into a unified whole. Poems and passages are artfully crafted into a hopeful
plea to offer all humans the dignity and respect they deserve, inspired by the story of Matthew
Shepard, the young gay man who was the victim of a hate crime.” The oratorio was composed by
conductor Craig Hella Johnson, and has been performed by hundreds of choirs around the globe.

This is a ticketed event. Learn more and purchase tickets in advance, here:
https://secure.kalamazooarts.org/26691/26693

Save the Date! Our annual Pride worship service will be on June 14, 2026.

)
hf
e
) ) o
MATTHEW 25
Earth Care Update

By Steve Allen & Andrea Trautman

Our Church’s Earth Care designation was successfully renewed in February 2026.

We have been an Earth Care Congregation since 2017. Various categories that encompass energy
efficiency, environmental awareness, educational opportunities, and resource recycling have been
met by the congregation. Continuing this year will be out-of-doors walks both in the prairie next
door and other nearby parks. Watch the bulletin for recycling opportunities and the schedule for
the Road-Side clean-up both this spring and in the fall.

The Earth Care committee has a select number of shrubs for give-away again this year (May or June).
In early June, a garden bed clean-up and planting will be scheduled again. All the various planted
beds need care and weeding at the beginning of the growing season. The committee is delighted
that congregation members and friends have been faithful in preparing the beds, planting and
maintenance. All of these areas continue to contribute to the Monarch Butterfly Waystation
designation that First Pres. — Richland obtained in 2024. The annual flower bed that has received a
generous donation of Zinnias from River Street Flowerland (see picture above).
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May Volunteer Roster

Panera Mondays

Liturgist _
May 4 Joyce and Gary Gibson

May 3 Connie Kratzer

May 10 Andy Sanford May 11 St_'smdra Gobble

May 17 Sandra Gobble May 18 Jim Staley

May 24 George Lindenburg -

May 31 Cheri Calkins May 25 ghtrLSt'T af:jd Steve

utherlan

Welcome Team
Panera Fridays

May 3 Volunteer Needed
May 10 Volunteer Needed May 1 Margaret Hetzel
May 17 Volunteer Needed
May 24 Volunteer Needed May 8 Sandra and Ken Barts
May 31 Volunteer Needed May 15 Joyce and Harold Dishon
May 22 Jessica Lewandowski
Coffee Teams May 29 Kalli & Steve Inman
May 3 Volunteer Needed
May 10 Sandy Hart .
May 17 Jessica Lewandowski Richland Food Pantry
May 24 Pam and Rick Foster May 5 Jim Staley, Janice Runnels
May 31 Volunteer Needed .
May 7 Jan Harrison
May 12 Tom Stegink and Jim Staley
KidsFirst i
May 3 Andy Sanford May 13 Rose Anr_l Triestram
May 10 Christie Sutherland May 14 Jan Harrison
May 17 g;‘gg}%” Smith & Andy May 19 Jim Staley, Rachel Brock
May 24 Val Osborne May 20 Marilyn Graber
May 31 Volunteer Needed & Andy May 21 Volunteer Needed
Sanford . .
May 26 Tom Stegink, Jim Staley
Nursery L and : May 27 Rose Ann Triestram
May 3 Carol and Liam Gault
May 10 Carol Gault May 28 Volunteer Needed
May 17 George and Jennifer Spengler
May 24 Volunteer Needed ) .
May 31 Volunteer Needed https://www.richlandfoodpantry.org

Sunday Morning Sunday Morning Food Pantry
Welcome Team Coffee Team

Scan the QR codes above to sign-up and volunteer
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LOAVES@ O

FISHES

Fromoting a Hunger-Free Community Since 1582

Hel p\ il our
Personal Care Pantry!

' May Item of the Month:

Feminine Hygiene lItems
<

Please donate feminine hygiene
products, especially pads! Tampons and
other body care items also welcome.
We will also receive donations during
worship on May 31st.

Learn More:
https:/www.richlandfoodpantry.org/

First

Presbyterian =y=
Church I | Ib
of Richland
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1 2
12:00 p.m.
Celebration of
Life
Brant Dykehouse
3 3 5 6 7 8 9
9:45 Worship & 9:45 Worship & 9:00 Walking Group 10:00 Food Pantry 11:00 Bible Study
Communion Communion - MSU Forest 12:00 p.m. 1:00 p.m.
11:15 Book 11:15 Book 10:00 Food Pantry Seasoned Seniors - Beacon Pointe
Discussion with Discussion with 10:00 Connected 4:30 Girl Scouts Bible Study
Pastor Cal Pastor Cal Threads 7:00 p.m. 5:30 Food Pantry
7:00 p.m. 10:00 staff meeting Mom’s Group 5:30 Lynn Harmon
Daisy Scouts 1:00 p.m. Personnel Prayer Group
6:00 p.m. Worship 6:00 Girl Scouts
and Music 7:00 Choir Rehearsal
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
9:45 Worship 11:00 a.m. 10:00 Food Pantry 10:00 Food Pantry 11:00 Bible Study 6:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m. Lois Martin Mem. 10:00 Connected 5:00 Girl Scouts Piano Recital
Boy Scouts 294 Service Threads 5:30 Food Pantry
Committee Mtg. 5:00 Scouts & Cub 10:00 Staff 5:30 p.m.
Scouts Meeting Lynn Harmon Prayer
7:00 p.m. G‘roup
Daisy Scouts 6:00 Deacons
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Earth_Cére Moment Missive Article 9:00 Walking Group 10:00 FOOd Pantry 11:00 Bible Study
for Mission ) Deadline Richland Township 4:30Girl Scou.ts 5:30 Food Pantry
9:45 a.m. Worship 5:00 Scouts & & Cub | 10:00 Food Pantry 6:15 p-m. Session 5:30 p.m. Lynn Harmon
11:00am. JU_St L9V9 Scouts 10:00 Connected Meeting Prayer Group
11:00 am. FaithFirst | 6:30 scouts Threads 6:00 Girl Scouts
3:00 p.m. 4_H 7:00 p.m. 10:00 Staff Meeting
710(_) p.m. Piano Daisy Scouts 7:00 P.M. Trivia at
Recital the library
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
9:45 Worship 5:00 Scouts & Cub 8:00 Men's 10:00 Food Pantry 11:00 Bible Study
*No KidsFirst Scouts Breakfast 6:00 We Make the 5:00 Girl Scouts
classes* 6:00 p.m. Scouts 10:00 Food Pantry Road Book 5:30 Food Pantry
7:00 Daisy Scouts 10:00 Staff Discussion 5:30 Lynn Harmon
10:00 Connected 7:00 p,.m. Gateway Prayer Group
Threads Academy
Commencement
31
9:45 Worship
11:00 FaithFirst
“God saw all that was created and it was very good!” Page 14
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Birthdays Anniversaries
12" Lindsay Webb 10" Sandy and Ken Barts
14" Barbara Brundage 21% lilisa and Mark Williams

14" Calandra Nevenzel

16" Gary Gibson

22" Lee Coverly A
27" Poppy Smith //'
27" Jarrod Heck =
27" Eric Wines () S
31 Larke Lindenberg

Session Ruling Elders Deacons
Class of 2026 Class of 2026
Laura Carisalez, Finance Amber Beals
Jill Steele, Mission Sandra Gobble
Connie Kratzer, Worship & Music Margaret Hetzel
Ruth Mason, Personnel
Class of 2027

Class of 2027 Heidi Bryant

Pam Foster, Membership & Fellowship Joyce Dishon

Tom Stegink, Buildings & Grounds Joan Willemstyn
Class of 2028 Class of 2028

Jarrod Heck, Finance Shannon Smith
Andy Sanford, Christian Ed, Personnel Roselle Sanford

Nikki Vantine, Mission Jessica Lewandowski

Moderator & Teaching Elder: Rev. Calandra Nevenzel
Clerk of Session: Rick Foster
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First Presbyterian Church
8047 Church Street
Richland, MI 49083

Address Service Requested

Happy Mother’s & Other’s Day!

Interim Pastor
Rev. Calandra Nevenzel pastor@firstpresrichland.org

Church Staff

Pat Irvine, Office Manager Maureen Lovequist
fpcrich@firstpresrichland.org. music@firstpresrichland.org

Amber Beals, Small Group Ministries Brooke Heck, Sunday School Director
smallgroups@firstpresrichland.org kidsfirst@firstpresrichland.org

Laura Carisalez, Financial Administrator Chris Gobble, Financial Secretary
finance@firstpresrichland.org giving@firstpresrichland.org

Kaleb Nuesse, Choir Director Connie Slater, Sexton

choir@firstpresrichland.org

Weekly Volunteers
Jeremiah Smith & Jarrod Heck, Production Karen Urban, Office Volunteer
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