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Dear Beloved of FPC Richland, By the time you receive this Missive, the CAT
(Congregational Assessment Tool) will be closed! Next
It may seem like it’s too early to start talking about Ad- steps will be an Interpretation for the Session members
vent (never too early from my perspective!), but Advent and leaders from Holy Cow Consulting in November,
begins this month — Nov. 30! So I want to give you a  and then we will work on passing along our findings to
sneak preview: We will be following a series based on  you. We will all review and learn from the results as

the Revised Common Lectionary called The Inn: we consider who we are as First Pres Richland
Housing the Holy. And we will be also offering an Ad- (Identity), who is our neighbor (Context), and what
vent Devotional from Presbyterian Outlook called God is calling us to be (Mission). This is a very excit-

Draw Near. It includes beautifully drawn depictions of ing time for First Presbyterian Church in Richland.

scripture by children and youth from PCUSA church- Please continue to hold our church and our church

es. It will be available digitally and in printed booklets. leaders in prayer as we discern our future together.

Because of the low cost, we are offering this free of

charge, but you may make a donation to cover pur-

chase/printing costs if you feel so led. More info to

come! In Love and Peace,
Pastor Cal Nevenzel
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November Birthdays

1. Samantha Steele Gay 11™.....Jon Brignall
1%........Laurel Odell 12™.....Bob Zick

4™ .....Lib Wittwer 21% ... Jill Steele

5" .......Theresa Butler 22"..... Betty (BJ) Hooks
8™ ......Larry Romyak 24™ ...Joan Romyak

10™ .....Chris Gobble

Anniversaries

14™ .....Harold and Joyce Dishon for 39 years
23" ....Sandy and Vince Carahaly for 23 years
25™ ....Becky and Tony Jones for 19 years
26™ .....Heidi and Charlie Bryant for 20 years




October Volunteer Roster

And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. As we have therefore oppor-
tunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.
~ Galatians 6:9-10

Liturgist

November 2........... Margaret Hetzel
November 9......... Abe Smith
November 16......... George Lovequist

November 23......... Sandra Gobble

November 30....... Shannon Smith

Welcome Team

November 2........... Ruthie Mason

November 9......... Jill Steele

November 16......... Volunteer Needed
November 23......... Andy & Roselle Sanford
November 30....... Volunteer Needed

Coffee Teams

November 2........... Andy & Roselle Sanford
November 9......... Volunteer Needed

November 16......... George and Jennifer Spengler
November 23......... Joan Willemstyn

November 30....... Jessica & Ryan Lewandowski
KidsFirst

November 2...... Laura Carisalez & Val Osborne
November 9......... Laura Carisalez

November 16......... Shannon Smith

November 23......... Volunteer Needed

Nursery Volunteer

November 2........... Joyce Gibson

November 9......... Shannon Smith

November 16......... Carol and Liam Gault
November 23......... Volunteer Needed
November 30....... Laura Carisalez

Panera Bread, Monday

November 3........... Joyce & Gary Gibson
November 10......... Sandra Gobble

November 17......... Jim Staley

November 24......... Christie & Steve Sutherland
December 1....... Joyce & Gary Gibson

Panera Bread, Friday

November 6........... Margaret Hetzel

November 13......... Sandra & Ken Barts
November 20......... Sara Wieber

November 27......... Jessica Lewandowski
December 4......... Margaret Hetzel

Richland Food Pantry

November 4........... Volunteer Needed, Jim Staley
November 5........... Sandra Welker

November 6........ Christina Chase & Jan Runnels

November 11..... Thomas Stegink, Darren Sabuda
November 12......... Rose Ann Triestram
November 13...... Jan Harrison & Sandra Welker
November 18........ Jan Runnels, Jim Staley
November 19......... Volunteer Needed

November 20...... Pat Weatherwax & Jan Harrison
November 25...... Tom Stegink, Volunteer Needed
November 26......... Volunteer Needed

November 27......... Two Volunteers Needed

Sunday Morning
Welcdme Team

Sunday Morming
Coffee Team

Food Pantry

\ Food Pantry
Mormngs

Fvenings

Scan the (R codes above to sign-up and volunteer
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JOIN US FOR

"W ASOAILING

A RICHLAND COMMUNITY TRADITION
Thursday, Dec. 4™ 5:30-8pm

OUR CHURCH WILL BE BUZZING WITH
ACTIVITY THROUGHOUT THE EVENING!

WASSAIL, COCOA, AND DONUT HOLES
CHILDREN'S ACTIVITY BAGS

HOLIDAY PHOTO STATION IN THE GPR
LIVE PLANO MUSIC IN THE SANCTUARY

Sponsored by Membership & Fellowship



Highlights of Session Minutes— October 8, 2025 (not approved)
First Presbyterian Church of Richland, Rick Foster, Clerk of Session

Session Members in Attendance - Ruth Mason, Sandy
Hart, Joyce Gibson, Laura Carisalez, Tom Stegink, Connie
Kratzer, Sam Beals, Bethany Gauthier, Pam Foster, Pastor
Calandra Nevenzel (Moderator), and Rick Foster (Clerk).

A quorum declared; the meeting was called to order with
prayer by Pastor Calandra at 6:18 p.m. in the Gull Prairie
Room of the First Presbyterian Church of Richland.

Agenda Items

Pastor Report — Pastor Calandra Nevenzel covered the fol-
lowing items:

Several members have completed the “Congregational
Assessment Tool”. Members have until the end of Octo-
ber. Help will be provided after services each Sunday in
October.

Five individuals have completed membership classes -
new members include Jim Staley, Ryan and Jessica
Lewandowski, and Andy and Roselle Sanford. New
members will be installed November 9th.

A baptism for Daniel Sanford has been requested and
approved for November 9th.

Funeral Services for Dot Humphreys will be Friday, Oc-
tober 24th at 2:00 pm at our church. Services will be live
-streamed and a dessert buffet will follow.

The Pastor and appropriate Deacons will provide home
communion for Wanda Clawson.

Session Business:

Pastor Cal will share a “church safety” document from
the United Church of Christ for consideration — more on
church safety in November.

A subgroup of Session will be meeting with the Rich-
land Area Community Center (RACC) regarding the use
of our facilities during their construction from December
to March, 2026.

Elder Pam Foster reported on attending the quarterly
Stated Meeting of the Presbytery in Battle Creek as our
official commissioner. Pastor Cal also attended and led
prayer.

The Minutes of the September 10th, 2025 Session Meet-
ing were reviewed and approved as distributed.

Clerk’s Report: The Clerk reported the following:

The next Session meeting will be held on November 12.
The next Stated Meeting of the Lake Michigan Presby-
tery will be December 2, 2025 in Jenison.

An informational meeting with the Michigan Immigrant
Resource Center will be scheduled on a Wednesday or
Thursday evening in November.

The 2025-2027 edition of the Book of Order was distrib-
uted to Session members.

Committee Reports:

Treasurer — Laura reported the following:

August income of approximately $14,000 was less than
August expenses of approximately $28,000; leaving a
current Y-T-D surplus of about $8,600.

Total amount of bank account reserves across all funds
equals approximately $187,000.

There was discussion about cost saving changes for each
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committee with a focus on 2026. Laura will meet with
each committee, with budget planning starting in No-
vember.

Worship and Music — Sandy reported the following:
You-Tube archival processes are complete to house fu-
ture videos of church services.

October 26th services will feature bag pipes.
November 9th will be Hymn Fest.

There will be a “Blue Christmas” service this year.

Personnel — Ruth discussed:
Updates/changes to the current Personnel Policy Manual
have been completed and distributed.

Mission — No report this month.

Membership and Fellowship — Pam and Bethany reported
the following:

The October 3rd Gull Lake Homecoming was very suc-
cessful — serving lemonade, water and hundreds of cook-
ies to students and supporters.

Sunday, October 12th will be Church Fest with commit-
tee and ministry displays, and a potluck in the Gull Prai-
rie Room. A drawing for gift baskets (adult and youth)
will be held.

The remaining names of individuals contacted but not
responding were reviewed by all Session members pre-
sent to determine if their names should be removed. Six-
ty-eight additional names were approved to be removed
from the rolls because of long-term inactivity.

Finance - Sam and Laura reported the following:
The annual non-profit report to the State of Michigan
has been completed on-line and annual payment made.

Chrlstlan Education — Joyce reported the following:

Trunk or Treat is scheduled for the north lot of the
church beginning at 11:30 am, October 26th.

FaithFirst kids will be passing out candy in the park on
Halloween — a candy donation is requested on Sunday
the 26th for kids to distribute on Halloween.

FaithFirst kids (and supporters) will do a church leaf
raking on October 20th.

Many of our youth are active in the community and
school system and deserve our support by attending their
activities and supporting their fundraisers when possible.

Buildings and Grounds — Tom reported the following:
Gull Prairie Room attic fan cover is now in place to pre-
vent bat entry.

Larry Osborne is overseeing elevator inspection.

There was extensive water in the white room downstairs
after a heavy rain — we are investigating gutter repair/
replacement.

The carillon was sent out for repair and upgrade - fixed.
New meeting time for the B&G committee will be the
third Wednesday of each month.

Being no further business, Pastor Calandra ended the meet-
ing with prayer at 9:07 p.m

Respectfully submitted,
Rick Foster, Clerk of Session



YOU ARE INVITED

Friends
Givin

BAKED POTATO BAR | DESSERTS

November 21, 2025

11:30am- Gateway Academy
12:30pm  RSVP by 11/17 lwalkeregulllakecs.org
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Join us for

Congregational
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After church from 11:15-11:45 am

Join us in the Gull Prairie Room following
worship for Christmas Carols, musical
games, and a few sweet treats.

, q Optional: bring a
DR sweet treat with
you to share with

If you happen to é * vy

have jingle bells
at home, pleasey

bring them with our church family
you to add to as we enjoy
the fun! fellowship and

joyful music.

_NYN NN N NN

Please contact Maureen Lovequist, Pam Foster, or the church office with

questions
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Wassailing
by Pam Foster & Bethany Gauthier
Elders, Membership & Fellowship

The annual Richland community Wassailing event will
be Thursday, December 4th, from 5:30-8 pm. Our church
sidewalk with be lined with luminaries to welcome eve-
ryone. Immediately inside, in front of the fireplace room,
we will serve wassail, hot cocoa, donut holes, and chil-
dren will receive a gift bag.

The Gull Prairie will be a warm and welcome space for
people to sit and enjoy their treats and a Christmas back-
drop will be a wonderful opportunity for family and
group photos.

We are excited to add a special addition this year!
Maureen will be playing Christmas music in the sanctu-
ary and people are invited to join her throughout the
evening. Also on our front steps, the Gull Lake school
choirs will be singing carols.

This night is always fun and exciting!! If you would like
to help, please contact Pam or Bethany. We need 10-12
people to welcome visitors and assist with the general
flow, servers, "runners", and a photographer or two.
Wear comfortable shoes and be ready to spread holiday
cheer!

If you'd like to be a part of this event, please let Pam or
Bethany know.

“Glory to God”

New Hymnals
by Sandy Hart

We are excited to be acquiring new hymnals for our con-
gregation’s use. As previously noted in the Missive, a
new Presbyterian hymnal, “Glory to God,” was released
a few years ago. The committee reviewed the hymnal,
and after seeing the quality of its offerings, we, along
with the church staff and Session, are excited to move
forward with its adoption.

We are excited to have received many donations of hym-
nals for our purchase. We currently have 43 hymnals
that will be purchased for use in our sanctuary! These
will all have a bookplate in the cover recognizing the
donor and honoree.

If you would like the opportunity to donate a hymnal in
honor or memory of a person or event, please use the in-
cluded form, which explains the details of donation
(cash, check, and Venmo options) and allows you to pro-
vide the exact wording you would like used. Paper cop-
ies are available at the church and in the Missive, and
copies may also be sent digitally to Maureen Lovequist at
music@firstpresrichland.org.

If you enjoy having a personal copy of the hymnal, the
form also includes an option to purchase one to keep for
yourself at home.

It is our hope to have most of the donation forms turned
in by December 1, 2025 so that we can begin to order
the hymnals and have them shipped to us.

We look forward to the beautiful music, both old and
new, that will be sung from these hymnals. Please con-
tact Maureen Lovequist or Rachel Little in the church
office with any questions.

With gratitude for your help,

Your Worship and Music Committee and church staff-
Pastor Cal, Maureen Lovequist, Sandy Hart, Connie
Kratzer, Cheri Calkins, Margaret Hetzel, Faye Lus-
combe, Sara Wieber, Terri Vantine, and Kaleb Nuesse

Financial Update to the Congregation

by Laura Carisalez

FPC

Beloved Church Family,

What a year it has been! I am so thankful for each of you
and the ways you have shown God's love to our commu-
nity. Together, we've accomplished so much—from Va-

cation Bible School, Church Potlucks and Bunco night to
supporting our organizations like the Food Pantry, Gate-

way Academy, and the Seita Scholars Program with gen-
erous donations, and of course hiring our outstanding in-
terim Pastor, Cal Nevenzel. These accomplishments are

a direct result of your generous hearts.

Now, as the year comes to a close, we have an opportuni-
ty to finish our financial year on a high note. Based on
expenses to date and estimates for the remainder of 2025,
we need contributions of $240,000 in order to break
even. So far, you have given $180,631.73, for which we
are incredibly grateful. This means we need to raise an
additional $59,368.27. Please prayerfully consider a spe-
cial year-end gift to help us reach our goal. Your gener-
osity will ensure our ministries continue to thrive and
touch lives in the year to come.

I look forward to celebrating our progress with you
weekly. Thank you for your kindness and your partner-
ship.
Laura Carisalez
Financial Administrator


mailto:music@firstpresrichland.org
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« We learned more about worship using
our worship notebooks, and we earned
some treats for sharing our observations.
(Keep showing Maureen those
notebooks to earn more prizes!)

« We attended ChurchFest to learn more
about our church’s groups and
organizations.

« We raked leaves on the church grounds
and enjoyed pizza together.

- We worked at the church’s table at
Richland's Halloween Trick or Treat in the
park event.

>, L3
Students have been choosing an activity they
participate in and inviting the other students to
come and cheer them on! We watched Liam
Beals and Emma Gobble perform with the
GLHS Marching Band!
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We watched Kurt Nevenzel run in a cross country meet

" E and watched Abe Smith and Paisley Lindenberg perform
& h in “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow.”
; i"

We look forward to
supporting each
other at more fun
events and hope you
can join us, too!

Coming in December:

* Fun and fellowship at
Kids’ Night In

Christmas caroling

and more!

Reach out to Maureen Lovequist music@firstpresrichland.org or
Laura Carisalez finance

@firstpresrichland.org if you have any
questions or want to join in the fun!

11



Prayer Team “Standing in the conviction that all people are created in the

. . . .. image of God and that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is good news
Joan Willemstyn, Joyce Gibson, Cl,n di Leb%eckl, Sandy for §ll people, [the General Asfembly] affirms its co%nmitment
Hart, Joyce Hubbard, Diane Meitz to the full welcome, acceptance, and inclusion of transgender
people, people who identify as gender non-binary, and people
of all gender identities within the full life of the church and the

world. [...] The assembly affirms the church’s obligation to

We would like everyone to know that we have a wonder-
ful resource in our church. For decades, there has been a

group of us who unite in prayer for anyone who hasa  stand for the right of people of all gender identities to live free
need. It can be a pray for yourself, or for a friend or fami- from discrimination, violence, and every form of injustice.”
ly member who would feel the comfort of a group of Since then, multiple overtures, resolutions, and amendments to

Christians lifting them up to God. All prayer requests are the Book of Order have upheld and acted on this affirmation.
kept confidential, so your nee will only be know to our  Ag 3 Matthew 25 church, the First Presbyterian of Richland

prayer team members and to God. Please feel fre to affirms these rights and works toward LGBTQIA+ advocacy,
contance any of us, and we will pass your request to our  validation, and inclusion, in part through Just Love and our
other prayer team members. God’s blessings to you! participation in the OutFront Kalamazoo Faith Alliance.

Please join us at our next meeting, November 16, to learn
more about our mission and planning for 2026.

To learn more about the PC(USA) support of LGBTQIA+
people, see: LGBTQIA+ Ministry | Presbyterian Church
(US.A)

Statement from Scripture: “ And the King will answer
them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of

e
these my brothers, you did it to me.”” Matthew 25:40

By Sandy Carahaly Days of Significance, November, 2025
Transgender Day of Remembrance e All Month: Transgender Awareness Month
November is Transgender Awareness Month. On November Nov 2 - Transgender Parent Day
20 th of each year we recognize Transgender Day of Remem- Nov 8 - Intersex Day of Remembrance
brance (TDOR). TDOR is a day set aside to remember those Nov 13-19 Transgender Awareness Week
transgender people who have been lost to violence and suicide Nov 20 - Transgender Day of Remembrance
in the past year. The website https://tdor.translivesmatter.info/
reports that between October 1, 2024 and September 30, 2025,
331 transgender people died around the globe, 54 of them
(16%) in the USA. At least 5 of the US fatalities were minors.

The 223 rd General Assembly of the PC(USA) stated,

\ol Qo
deCEMbER K

e Rogistration required" Please look for registration
Friday,Dee.5 Kids Night In&-8pm i1 unt upooning Thursday Sl emall

Rehearsal will take place
in the sanctuary

Sunday,Dec.7 pageant Rehearsal ilam

Raehearsal will take place in the

Sunday, Dec. 14 Pageant Rehearsal i:46am sy follswing oaraling in the GPR!

Y Wa will meet in the sanciuary,
balurday .Dec, 20 FPageantbress Rehearsal 4-8pm All pageant participants are invited 10 & pizea party in
Pizza Party 5-6pm the GPR following rehwarsal

Wea will maeot in the white room in the basement,

Sunday.Dec.21  Pageant Day! Ploase arrive by 9:30am.
i

Kids First Holiday Happenings!
202
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The need is constant.
The gratification is instant.

Give blood.

+ American
L% Red Cross

Blood Drive
First Presbyterian Church

8047 Church Street, Richland

Wednesday, November 5, 2025
12:00 pm to 5:45 p.m.

To schedule an appointment visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter
sponsor code: RICHLAND, Or call 1-800-733-2767

Come to give blood Oct. 20— Nov. 16 for a $10 e-gift card & a chance at $§5K prize!
Rcblood.org/harvest

-
e
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smal{groups

By Amber Beals

FPC Walking Group

On November 4, 9 a.m., we will walk in the MSU/
Kellogg Forest. The parking lot is off 42nd St, ap-
proximately one-half mile south of M89 on the west
side of the road.

November 18, 9 a.m., we will meet by the play-
ground and walk 1 or 2 loops at Richland Township
Park.

Email Amber if you have any questions or if you
would like to join the walk texting group:
smallgroups@firstpresrichland.org.

Christmas Carol Book Discussion Group
Christmas Carol Book Discussion Group, Novem-
ber 19th, 6 p.m., at the Deacon Brown House.
Please read lessons 43-47 (5 chapters). Joan will be
leading the discussion. Contact Amber with ques-
tions at smallgroups@firstpresrichland.org

Moms’ Group

Our next gathering is Wednesday, November 5 at
7pm in the Deacon Brown House. Please let Amber
know if you plan to be there!

What a Successful Rummage Sale
by Joyce Dishon

We worked hard setting up and sorting all of the great
items donated for the Rummage Sale, but most of all we
enjoyed great fellowship with friends old and new. Thank
you all for your donations of your time and sale items,
and the great snacks and lunches. We especially thank
the Boy Scout Troop 294 for all their help in setting up
all of the tables and clothing racks, and for coming in on
Saturday to help with clean up.

Most importantly a little over $4,000 was raised for the
mission projects chosen by the Membership Evangelism
Committee: Gateway Academy, the Richland Food Pan-
try, and some financial support for the new Glory to God
hymnals for our Church. As a Matthew 25 congregation
our Rummage Sale is a great opportunity to provide for
and uplift neighbors near and far in need. Not only did
we raise these funds for the missions listed, but we also
donated clothes to two different free stores, one at
Sunnyside Methodist Church on Gull Road, and the
Community Presbyterian Church in the Westwood neigh-
borhood. Also household items were taken to Partners in
Housing Transition at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in
Kalamazoo where low income folks can get help furnish-
ing an apartment or home. Many other items were taken
to the Salvation Army Store in Plainwell. Thanks again
to all our workers and donors.

af s,

L.\ v < \ - .
AWEAL S ) A AR \ J
o\ (s TR} 1 .‘;' —e ¢ )N ™.
o ?j‘ = L SN . ,' .?‘ ‘.4. \L \‘-_

4 : -~ Altar Guild Arrangements 7 - i

The Altar Guild will be happy to help you commemorate a special occasion with
an arrangement on the Altar and the bulletin will announce your special occasion
so we may all celebrate with you.

We request a $35 donation and at least a three week notice.

Please note that we cannon take orders for dates during Advent or Lent.

/YOLH' name:

Your phone number:

Person or occasion being celebrated:

Date of arrangement:

A guild member will call you to talk over your flower ideas and wishes for your arrangement.

Make Checks payable to First Presbyterian Church and mail to: Attn. Altar Guild, First
Presbyterian Church, 8047 Church St. Richland, MI 49083

\

#
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First Presbyterian Church
8047 Church Street
Richland, MI 49083

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

NOVEMBER

Interim Pastor

Reverend Calandra Nevenzel, Interim Pastor pastor@firstpresrichland.org, (219) 252-0378 (call/text)
Church Staff
Amber Beals, Small Group Ministries Brooke Heck, Sunday School Director
smallgroups@firstpresrichland.org kidsfirst@firstpresrichland.org
Laura Carisalez, Financial Administrator Rachel Little, Office Manager
finance@firstpresrichland.org fpcrich@firstpresrichland.org
Chris Gobble, Financial Secretary Maureen Lovequist, Director of Instrumental Music
giving@firstpresrichland.org music@firstpresrichland.org
Paul Gobble, Director of Communications Kaleb Nuesse, Choir Director
paul@firstpresrichland.org choir@firstpresrichland.org
Connie Slater, Sexton
Volunteers

Reverend Pat Weatherwax, Parish Associate Karen Urban, Office Volunteer
Jeremiah Smith, Jarrod Heck, Production




